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NE VIE V 
4 
5 OF THE 


EXCISE - SCHEME, Ec. 


FE IE have been often told in publick, 
that every Body hath done with 
the Excise, except the CRAFTS= 
MAN. Whereas it a _ by Ac» 
counts from all Parts of the 


very far from having done with 
it, and ſeem to be in no ſuch Diſpoſition, till 
They have ſecured Themſelves and their Poſterity, 
as far as it lies in their Power, againſt the Revival 
of it. Nay, it is manifeſt that even the Pro- 
jeHor Himfelt hath not yet done with his Scheme; 
tor though ſuch a national Rebuff as He lately 
met with from all Parties was ſufficient, one would 
think, to induce any Man in his right Senſes to 
drop a Proje# ſo univerſally odious, and to bury 
it, it poſlible, in eternal Oblivion; yet ir is very 


Kingdom, that the People are 


A 3 plain 


ow from his Conduct that either the natural 
Fondneſs of a Parent for his Olt-ſpring, however 
detormed, the Vanity of Power, and Impatience 
of a Defeat, or the terrible Exigency of his Affairs, 
and tome ſecret Eugagements, not fit to be re- 
veal'd, have got the better of his Reaſon, and are 
predominant in his Mind above all other Conſide- 
rations. I do not ſpeak This without good Grounds ; 
for, not to inſiſt on the Converſation of his Agents 
and Emiſſaries in Coffee-houſes and other publick 
Places, or even the Language of much Higher Per- 
ſons, He hath taken effectudl Care to convince us 
that the ſame Deſign is ſtill in being, and that He 
only waits a more convenient Opportunity ſor put- 
ting it in Exccution. Ever ſince his inemorable 
Overthrow laſt Spring, the whole Poſſe of his Ad- 
woegtes have been taught to tune their mercenary 
Quills in Praiſe of the Attempt, and to mourn over 
the Loſs of it. A Multitude of ſelect Hands, in 
minifterial Pay, have bcen employed to frame Apo- 
logics for Him, of various Kinds: and the poor, 
hackney Beaſts of the Poſt-Office have couch'd un- 
der their Burthen. Circular Letters have been ſent 
in the Name of Mr. Jos. Bei, to all the Poft- 
maſters in the Kingdom, with Orders to make theſe 
Papers as publick as They can; to ſend up the 
Names of all Perſons within their Delivery, who 
keep Coffee-honſes, where Gentlemen reſort to read 
the News, that They likewiſe may be furniſted with 
them GRATIS; and even moſt private Familics of 
any Note have had them crouded in upon Them 
by the ſame Hands. 

Though the Poft-Office was never before proſti- 
tuted in ſuch a Manner, this Method of diſperſing 
Pamphlets is not new in itſelf, but only a dull 
imitation of Doctor Anocdhne and other Quacks of 
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the Town; who are obliged to write Books in 
their own Praiſe, and order them to be given a- 
way gratis to all Perſons, who will be ſo kind as 
to read them. But Doctor Anodyne, like moſt 
Originals, hath vaſtly the Advantage of his Imj- 
tator; tor nobody ever charged the Poke, which He 
puts about Children's Necks, with doing any Mit- 
chief; whereas the Projector s Packets contain nothing 
but Infection and, like Pandora's Box, are delign'd 
to ſpread Miſchict, wherever they arc opencd. 

It would be endleſs to cnumerate, and much more 
to anſwer, all the Productions of this Kind, which 
have bcen ſpread through the Kingdom within a 
tew Months paſt ; but ove of them having been 
difpcrs'd in uncommon Quantitics, and with more 
than ordinary Induſtry, 1 am induced to beitow 
ſome Pains upon it; and from this Specimen of 
their Reaſoning I ſhall leave my Countrymen to 


judge ot the reſt. 


We were given to underſtand, ſeveral Months 
ago, that a notable Treatiſe was coming torth, 
which would intirely ſatisfy the People, as to the 
true Intention of the late Exciſe-Scheme ; nay, it 
was confidently affirm'd that the Projefor had em- 
ployed one ol his Prelatical Atvocates to draw it 
up; but by ſeveral characteriſtical Strokes con- 
tuined in it, I am apt to think that my Friend 
Carus was the Penman of this Piece, in Conjun— 
ction with that conſummate Stateſman, whole Blun- 
ders in foreign Affairs are now come to their full 
Maturity, and who ſcems ambitious, at pretenr, 
to diſtinguiſh his Genius as conſpicuouſly, in Points 
of domeftick Government. | 

Before I enter into the Matter of this favorrite 
Treatiſe, T cannot torbear ſtopping a little at tho 
Title Page; in which our Author condcicends to 

Unitars 


imitate thoſe ſad Dogs, the Vintners and Wine- 
Brewers, who frequently hang out a five, gilded 
Buſh, in order to put off bad Liquors. — It runs in 
the tollowing Words. | 

The Riſe and Fall of the late projected Exotse 
impartially conſider d. By a Friend to the ENSTLISR 
CONSTITUTION. 
It is impoſſible for any Pamphlet to bear an 
honeſter Title ; but as ſoon as I open d it, the 
Marks of a miniſterial Hack diſcover d Themſelves 
in every Page; tor inſtead of finding this Affair 
impartially conſider d, as one might reaſonably ex- 
pect from a Friend to the Enghſb Conftitution, the 
whole Piece appeared to be a fordid Juſtification 
of the Meaſurcs on one Side, and the ſillieſt Miſ- 
repreſentation of the Oppolition on the other —— 
But I have not yet done with the Title; for even 
the Motto deſerves a little Conſideration. It ſtands 
thus, both in the Pamphlet it felt, and all the Ad- 


dertiſements. 


Remember, O my Friends, the Laws, 
The LIEBER TT, the generons Plan of Power, 
Deliver'd down by your renows?d Forefathers, 

The Price of ſo much Blood, and never ſuffer 

Ir to periſh in your Hands. CAT o. 


Upon reading theſe Lines, I remember'd ſome- 
thing like them; but was ſurprizd to ſee the 
Tragedy of Caro quoted tor them, and was ſure 
that Mr. AppispN could not be guilty of cloath- 
ing fo noble a Sentiment in ſuch low, flat, inhar- 
monious Verſification. I therefore immediately 
took down his Works, and, turning to the Pal- 
ſage, found it thus, viz. 


Remember, 


(7) 


Remember, O my Friends, the Laws, the Rights, 
The generous Plan of Power deliver'd down, 
From Age to Age, by your renown'd Forefathers, 
So dearly bought, the Price of ſo much Blood ! 
O, let it never periſh in your Hands, 

But piouſly tranſmit it to your Chilaren / 


The Reader will obſerve, upon comparing theſe 
Verſes together, that there is not ſo much as one 
Linc alike ; and that the Confiderer, by tranfu- 
ſing them into his Title Page, hath loſt all the Spi- 
rit, all the Muſick, all the Cadence, and all the 
Pathos, which are ſo beautiful in the Original. 
Never was ſo fine a Writer mangled in ſo terrible 
a Manner. It puts me in mind of an ignorant, 
Country Curate, who ſpent the greateſt Part of his 
Lite in correcting Tillotſons Sermons into bad 
Language, and preaching them tor his own. 
Can any Body of a tolerable Ear read the laſt 
Line, without being ſhock'd ? If our excellent Lau- 
reat had becn on the Side of this Scribbler, and 
Stephen Duck on the other, They would certainly 
have lugg'd Him by the Ears, telling Him that 
Cato was a fine Poem and 


bey would never ſuffer 
IT to periſh in 2 Hands. 


— Cynthius Aurem 
Villit & admonuit. 


This very Circumſtance almoſt confirms me in 
the Conjecture that Carus was the Manufacturer of 
this Piece, under the Direction of his Maſter Ho- 
race; tor I am ſure theſe Lines, as He hath quo- 
ted them, found more like an Iriſ Hou than the 
Poctry of our Engliſh Virgil. 

Belides, the Fellow's Judgment is as bad as his 

| Ear ; 
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Ear; for what had Ca ro, or Mr. Abprsox to do 
at the Head of a Pamphlet, written in Defence of 
a Schu for giving up our Laws and LIBER“ 
TIES, in one of the moſt eſſential Articles? He 
might as well have quoted the Seventh Command- 
ment, in juſtification of Adultery. 

The Piece itſelf contains nothing but a dull 


Repetition of the ſame empty Stuff, in Favour of 


Exciſes, which hath beeg, anſwered above fifty 
Times already; interlarded with the ſame Strain of 
perſonal Calumny, and ſome new Aſſertions, as Cap- 
tain Gulliver calls them, of Things that are not. 
Indeed, all the Court Writers continue to treat 
this Subject juſt as it it had never been examined 
before; — inſiſt on the ſame ſtale Topicks of 


Frauds, Improvement of the Revenue, and Relief 


from other Taxes, without taking the leaſt Notice 


of what hath been ſaid, in Anſwer to Them; fo 
that I find my ſelf in the ſame Condition with 
Andrew Marvel, when he was contending for Li- 
berty againſt that infamous Tool Doctor Parker; 
and as I am engaged with an Adverſary of the 
{ame Stamp, and in a Cauſe of the fame Kind, 
Mr. Marvel's Apology muſt be mine. Nu have 
my Readers and I to do, but pity one another? I 
muſt quote all over again, and They read it all ; 
and you will aſirm, aud deny; deny and affirm, 
without any Regard to Truth, or Honeſty ; and yes 
7 This and more We miſt endure, out of Love to 
uftice. 

However, I will give the Publick as little Trou- 
ble as poſſible, by contracting my Remarks into 
the ſhorteſt Compaſs, and referring the Reader to 
other Writings, where the ſame Arguments, or 
Aſſertions, have been more ſully examined and 
confuted. 

Ihe Conſiderer begins with acquainting us that 
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the late Scheme is intirely laid aſide ; that Thoſe, 
who were once for it, will never attempt it a ſecond 
Time; that They, of all Mankind, are the leaft 
likely to bring it again on the Carpet; and there- 
fore that all Apprehenſjons of Danger from Them 
are undoubtedly at an End; with ſeveral other 
Expreſſions of the ſame Kind, which are ſcattered 
through the whole Pamphlet, and ought to be 
look d upon only as ſo many Aſſertions of Things, 
that are not; tor though we are told that beides 
the moſt expreſs and poſitive Aſſurances to this 
Purpoſe, We may be convinced of it from the Na- 
ture of Things; J never heard of any ſuch Aſu- 
rances, unleis the preſent Declaration of our Au- 
thor deſerves that Title; and if we may jndge 
trom the Nature of Things, there is the ſtrongeſt 


Reaſon to believe that the Scheme ſtill ſubſiſts in 


its full Vigour. The Projeclor Himſelf hath been 
ſo far from giving it up, that his Advocates have 
been employed, tor ſeveral Months paſt, in trum- 
peting forth the Advantages of it, and condoling 
with their Countrymen on the Miſcarriage of ſo 
national a Bleſſing. They have even had the Inſo- 
lence to tell us, both in publick and private, that 


ſo glorious a Bill will, one Day, pals by the ge- 


neral Conſent, even at the Requeſt, of a/l 
Parties; and the whole Drift of the Pamphlet now 
before us is manifeſtly calculated to work up the 


People to ſuch a Frenzy. This will appear more 


and more evident in every Page, as We go along. 


Let us therefore ſee the State of the Cafe, as 
the Conſiderer hath drawn it up, between the Pro- 
jeclor and his Oppoſers. 

The Scheme it ſelt, ſays He, and the Advan- 
tages, or Inconveniences of it being inrirely over, 
* jt only remains to enquire who are entitled te 
« our Reſentment; (if any muſt be expreſs'd upon 
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(10) 
cc the Occaſion;) Thoſe Gentlemen, who propoſed 
« this Scheme for preventing Frauds; or Thoſe, 
« who for the Sake of Oppoſition would utter 
& thoſe Frauds to continue ſtill,” What an 
impartial Creature is This; and how very candidly 
does He ſtare the Point in Diſpute? The Pre- 
jector, good Man! had no other View, you ſee, in 
propoling this Scheme, than mcerly the Prevention 
of Frauds; and his wicked Adverſaries, to a Man, 
were actuated by nothing but a Spirit of Oppoſi- 
tion. Grant the Conſiderer but this one Point, and 
J will defy the ſhrewdeſt Man alive to anſwer the 
reft of his Book. —Whatever Libertics He may 
take with theſe Malignants, who oppoſed the Bill, 
tar be it from me to call in Queſtion the Honour 
and Integrity of any Gentleman, who voted for it. 
Let his Words ftand in their full Extent, that 
theſe Gentlemen were ſwayed by no other Motive 
than the Good of their Country; yet, at the ſame 
Time, I muſt lay Claim to a ſmall Degree of 
Aſtoniſhment that this political Ray of Parriotiſm 
ſnould illuminate only one Set of Men, and that 
the whole Kingdom beſides, both in Parliament 
and out of it, thould be in a State of Reprobation, 
blinded with the Spirit of Oppo/ztion to their own 
intereſt, as well as That ot the Nation. 

He goes on in the ſame 7mpartial Manner as 
follows.—< The real Foundation, upon which the 
« Gentlemen for the Bill procecded, was This and 
« no other. They belicved it both reaſonable and 
« beneficial to rake off the heavieſt of the Duties 
« We now lyc under, if This could be done, with- 
« out laying a ew Tax, meerly by collecting the 
« proper Duties upon Nine and Tobacco. 

The People's Memory mutt be as unſound as 
the Exciſe Advocates repreſent their Judgment, it 
They have forgot that the Projector was * far 
ro im 
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(II) 


from making any of his Exciſes a Foundation for 
taking off old Duties, that the Power and Profit, 
which accrued to Him by new Levies of Officers, 
in his firſt Attempts, encouraged Him to proceed 
in the ſame Track, and revive 0/4 Duties, inſtead 
of taking off any, which before exiſted. As for 
Inſtance, the Exciſe on Coffee, Tea and Chocolate 
was uther'd in by the ſame Projefor with ſolemn 
Promiſes of great Eaſe to the Subject, and that it 
would prove a Means of diſcontinuing other Dus 
ties more burthenſome. But how were theſe golden 
Promiſes pertorm'd ? Why, by the Revival of the 
moſt heavy Tax, that ever was laid on any Peo- 
ple; I mean the Exciſe on * Salt. As the Revi- 
val of this Exciſe proceeded from the Exciſe on 
Coffee, Tea and Chocolate, fo the intended Exciſe 
on Wine and Tobacco would undoubtedly have been 
followed with an Exciſe on Sugar and other Things, 
notwithſtanding any nunifterial Promiſes to the 
contrary- 

The Reaſons afſſign'd, in the next Paragraph, for 
the Exciſe Scheme, are the Negligence and Cor- 
ruption of gg 5" Officers; That is, of Ser- 
vants intirely at the Diſpoſal of the Projector. Why 
are They negligent? Becauſe often in a Hurry? 
To This I think it may be anſwered, that the 
Nation can better ſpare Time than Money; and 


the Difference in Time between doing a Thing 


right, and doing it wrong, is not. very great. It 
does not therefore ſeem reaſonable that the Nation 
ſhould be brought into an experfrve and deſtrufive 
Scheme, tor the Sake of an Holiday, and ſome 
Hours of Atternoons Diverſion to their Servants. 
But why are theſe Officers corrupt? As to That, 
our Author is quite filent, and would willingly throw 
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(12) 
the whole Blame upon the Merchants and Traders, 
who corrupt them; though it hath been fully pro- 
ved that * this Evil hath another Root, and is 
chicfly owing to the great Patent Offices held in 
Truſt for Perſons, who never go near the Cuſtom- 
Houſe, but leave the Exccution of their Duty to 
Deputies, with little or no Salarics; which they are 
obliged for a Maintenance to make up in Perqui- 


ſites. I heſe Patent Offcers were eſtabliſhed, and 


had Deputies allowed Them, when the Cuffoms 
were but 5 per Cent. and conſequently there was 
but little I cmptation for Frauds. Another Reaſon 
for theſe Frauds is, that the inferior Officers of the 
Cufiom-hoaſe arc not in the Nomination of the Com- 
miſſioners, like the Officers of Exciſe, but are ap- 
pointed by the Treaſury; and, when found guilt 

of any Offence, are frequently ſupported by 7. 50 
who firſt recommended Them. In This conſiſts 
the only Difference between Exciſemen and Cu 


from-houfe Officers, as to their Probity and Con- 


duct in the Collection of the Revenue. This was 
confels'd by the Commiſſioners of the Cuftoms them- 
ſelves, at the Bar of the Houſe; though it was 
viſible enough that the Subſtance of their Evidence, 
I know not by what Management, was far from 
being calculated either for the Credit, or Inte reſt 
of their un Office. Is it not therefore very hard that 


the Nation ſhould be at an exorbitant Expence 


to maintain a Parcel of Drones in theſe great Sinc- 
cares, and at the fame Time pay for the Infidelity 
of their Deputies; nay, even have their Liberties 
taken away, in order to prevent Frauds, which arc 
occaſioned by the Neglect of the Projedor Him- 
ſelf, who hath one of the moſt conſiderable of theſe 


Offies 


* See be Budget opened, &. . 14. and the Craft/man, 
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Offces in his Family, for ſeveral Lives, beſides 
numberleſs other Employments ? 
We are told that the Frauds and Abuſes which 
already appear from the Report of the Commit- 
tee, are very extenſrve and important. How im- 
portant They are, hath been already * conſidered, 
and may be ſeen in the Report itſelt; from whence 
this impartial Gentleman inters, with his uſual Sa- 
gacity, bat the I'rauds undiſcovered muft be very 


- mumerous, when Gentlemen, not at all converſant in 
ſuch unjuſt Pradlices, ſhoald, in the fbort Time al- 


lotted to their Enquiry, be able to bring ſo many to 
Light. —T do not ſec any Thing very wonderful 
in This; for can it be ſuppoſed that the Managers 


of the Revenue, who . —_— this Committee, 
e 


by the particular Addreſs of the Projector, could be 
totally unacquainted with the Frauds in the Collection 
of it; or, to uſe our Author's Words, not at all 
converſant in ſuch unjuſt Pradtices? They had all 
the Advantages, which any Men cock poſſibly 
have, in ſuch a Caſe. I preſume it will not be 
pretended that 'They were deny'd the Infight of 


the Cuftom-honſe Books, or any other Afliſtance, 


which They thought requiſite to a compleat Diſ- 
covery ; beſides the Evidence, which had been col- 


lected before with incredible Pains, as the very 


Foundation of the Exciſe- Scheme, and was parti- 
cularly enumerated by the Projector Himſelf, when 
He firſt opened his Scheme in the Houſe. 

Another Aſſertion of the ſame Kind is, that theſe 
Frauds were proved by proper and ſubſtantia! Evi- 
dence; though it appears by the Report that ſome 
of the Informers were corrupted Officers, who muſt 
have been perjured; that others were brought out 
of Gaols to bear Witneſs, upon this Occaſion ; and 

that 
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( 14 ) 
that even 82 and Conjectures were admit“ 
ted into it. Lo This let us add that, in one In- 
ſtance, They went ſo far back as the Year 1704, 
which is a very large Retroſpect ; and, in every 
Particular, ſeem to have been ſupply'd with all the 
Materials, which the Nature of the Caſe would 

ſſibly admit of. —I don't mention theſe Particu- 
ars with any Deſign of invalidating the Author's 
Aſſertion, that the Report was very fair and ju- 
dicious; for it was certainly their Duty to pick 
up all the Evidence "They could, and to make the 
moſt of it; but only to obſerve that it was not 
altogether ſo proper and ſubflantial as He repre- 
ſents it. 

And here, ſince it hath been thought proper to 
rake up the Aſhes of Sir Randolph Knipe, I thould 
be glad to know what Steps have been taken, ci- 
ther before or ſince his Death, to procure Reſti- 
tution to the Publick for the Frauds laid to his 


Charge. 
The next Benefit propoſed by this Scheme was 


to prevent the Running and Brewing of Wine; bur 


it happens very unluckily that ſome Commodities 
already exciſed are the moſt run; witneſs Tea and 
Brandy; which mult always be the Cafe, where 
the Duty is very high, and collected with the mef# 
Rigour. For the J ruth of this Fact, I appeal to 
the Report it ſelf; even that fair aud zudicious 
Report, which the Confiderer quotes as Authority. 
It is true, indeed, that great Quantitics of 14 
Tea and Brandy are daily ſeized ; but We can ne- 
ver be ſure that any Seizure of run Goods is not 
fraudulent, when the Duty is fo high as to afford 
a ſufficient Profit to the Trader, and a competent 
Bribe to the Informer. The Reaſon of This is, 
that ſeig d Goods pay no Duty. For Example, 
it is well known that the coarſe Tea, which 3 run 
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from Holland, France and Flanders, can be affords 
ed at two Shillings per Pound, with at leaſt 16 J. 
per Cent. Profit to the Trader; which, by the ad- 
ditional Value ariſing from the Duty of 4s. 6 4. 
per Pound, We will ſuppoſe ſold tor / Shillings. 


According to this Computation, 2000 Pounds 
| Weight ot Yea ſold for 12,000 Shillings, or 600 /. 


parted according to Law, gives 200 J to the In- 
former (whom I ſuppoſe the Merchant's Conſede- 
rate) and 400 J. to the civil Liſt. Now this Gain 
accrucs to the civil Lift from the Cyfloms, by the 
Crown's being, as it were, a Partner with 2 
Merchants, in a Trade deſtructive to the Nation. 
——— Theſe are Frauds of infinitely more Moment 
than what are practiced in the Tobacco Trade, and 
upon which the Committee have exerted all their 
Induſtry ; becauſe They transfer the Trade of the 
Nation into the Hands of Foreigners ; and this 
Fraud can never be prevented, whilſt the Duty 
upon Commodities is above double the original Value. 
l muſt likewiſe take the Liberty to obſerve, 
that this Pradtice is but little leſs detrimental to 
the Publick than Smugling; tor Goods ſeiz'd and 
condemn'd are fold almoſt as cheap as run Goods, 
and conſcqaently are almoſt equally prejudicial to 
the * Trader, who pays the Duty. This Evil 
might be calily prevented by an A of Parliament, 
enjoining all ſeiz'd Goods to be burnt or deſtroy'd, 
like damaged Tobacco and Wine, inſtead of being 
torteited to the Crown. 

The Confiderer ſeems to aſſert, though by Way 
of Interrogation, that there is not a Man in Eng- 
land, who believes that half of the common Draught 
of Taverns is really Nine; or that the wretched 
Stuff We mect with in all Country Inns, ever paid 
Duty at the Cutom-houſe, &3c. This ridiculous 

Argu- 
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Argument hath been ſufficiently * expoſed alrea- 
dy; and therefore I ſhall only obſerve, fir, that 
He is the only Man in England, who wi 

this Propoſition in its full Extent. However, the 
poor Country Poſimaſters, moſt of whom keep Inns 
and are commanded to propagate theſe Papers, are 
highly obliged to the Projector for ſo kind a De- 
claration. Secondly, there are brew'd Wines made 
of foreign Grapes, which are perfe&tly wholeſome. 
Thirdly, this Argument is manifeſtly calculated for 
increaling the Conſumption of a foreigy Commodity, 
which muſt incvitably turn the Ballance of Trade 
againſt us. 

What is faid in the next Paragraph about the 
Increaſe of half a Million, by the Exciſe of Wine 
and Tobacco, the Projector Himſelf knows to be a 
meer Chimæra. By the moſt _— Collection 
of the Duty upon Tobacco, it could not be proved 
that there was even a Poſſibility of railing an addi- 
tional Sum of above 30,000 J. per An. and That 
chiefly upon North Britain; which, if it could 
have been collected, muſt have ended in the Ruin 
of the People. As tor Wine, it the Scheme was 
at all practicable, it is a Doubt whether, conſi- 
dering the Multiplicity of Officers, which would 
have been 3 neceſſary to put it it in Exe- 
cution, the Revenue would have received any Im- 
provement from it. The Author, indeed, hath 
plainly proved that Exciſes would have been car- 
ricd on till They had brought in 7 4 Million; 
That is, have raiſed above a whole Million on the 
| People; or let us even ſuppoſe, as the Author in- 
ſinuates, that the additional Sum, rais'd by Exci- 
ſes, might have been ſubſtituted in Room of a Land 
Tax of two Shillings in the Pound, — 

| his 


®* See the ſecond Part of the Argument againſt Extiſcs, &c. 
p. 49. The Baaget open'd, p.15. Cræſiſnan, No. 345 
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This have been equivalent to raiſing two Sh1i/!ing? 
in the Pound for ever © How far levying what 
was neceſſary to detray the aunmal Expences of the 
Government for à Perpetuity would have ſupported 
the Credit and Power of * Parliament, 1leave cvery 
Man to judge. It it did not make Parliaments 
abſolutely unnecetiary, it was a very great Step 
towards it; tor I cannot agree with the Confrderer 
that the Application of this ſuppoſcd Sum to the 
current Expences of the Government, for which it 
was originally intended, is the ſame Thing as ſeiz- 
ing the other Funds, which are appropriated to 
diſlerent Services; and many of our Kings, who 
have aim'd at arbitrary Power, have done more 
bold and more unpopular 'I hings than 'T'his. 

He is tarther pleaſed to aſſert that it is conteſs'd 
in an Þ authentick Piece, publithed by Francklin 
Himſelf, that the Extenſion of the Excite Laws 
to Mine and Tobacco would have raiſed an addi- 
tional yearly Sum of five hundred thouſand Pounds, 
This is another Inſtance of his abandoned Diſre- 
gard to all Truth; tor the Gentleman, who wrote 
that Picce, takes the Projector's own Calculation 
tor granted, and argues only upon that Suppoli- 
tion. 

Whether any Part of the Profits, which would 
have ariſen from the propoted Method, belonged 
to the Civil Lift, is little to the Purpoſe; though it 
is certain, that whatever Improvement the pick 
Revenue would have reccived irom his Scheme, the 
ſame Benefit muſt have arifen in Proportion to the 
Civil Lift, whether that Part of the Duty had 
been leit at the Cyfionms, as was at laſt propoſcd, 
or brought to the Exciſe, as was originally intended. 

(: 1he 
dee a late Tract, intitled 2 Lerte7 from a Menicr of Pare 
(iament to his Friend in the Country, &c. 

+ The Letter before=mentioncd. 
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” The Conſiderer hath the Confidence to tell us 
that the very firſt Appearance of this Scheme looks 
o agreeable, that it is no wonder Gentlemen, who 
wiſh'd well to their Country, ſhould be pleaſed with 
it. Now This is ſo far trom being true, that 
the very firſt Appearance of the Scheme deſtroy'd it; 
for it was no ſooner ſeen than univerſally explo- 
ded; and though the Projector obſtinately perſiſted 
in puſhing it on to the laſt, it may be truely ſaid 
that it received its Death's Wound from the Mo- 
ment of its Birth, if not in the very Womb of its 
Parent. 

We arc likewiſe told that the Deſign was only 
to a gn Commodities, which may be pro- 
perly conſiler d as Articles of Luxury. I his is not 
ſtrictly true; tor the Commodities of our own 
Plantations are not foreign, in the ſame Senſe with 
"Thoſe of Holland, France and Spain. I allow that 
it would ſave Money to the Nation, if there was 
not a Drop of Niue drank, and We could export 
our Muuifactures, without taking Wine in Ex- 
change tor them; but J his is not practicable, nor 
indeed deſirable iu our Circumſtances ; for if ever 
Thing ought to be bamih'd as * Luxury, which 
is not abſolutely necetfary to Life, We muſt bid 
adieu to Commerce at once. It is impoſſible to 
fix our Author to any Point. At one Time, this 
Scheme was delign'd to increaſe the Revenue, by in- 
crealing the Conſumption of true Wine. At ano- 
ther, the Intention of it was to diminiſh Luxury, 
and foreign Hapence; which would intirely fruſtrate 
the yr Deſign. In ſhort, it is This, or That, or 
hy, hing, as it ſerves a Turn. 

hat e Kaſe and Intereft of the Gentlemen in 
the Adminiſtration did really he on the other Side 
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See 2 Pamphlet, intitled /e Thoughts on the Land- Jax, 
general Exciſes, &c. p. 17, The Craſiſinan, No. 351, 352. 


ef 


* 
”y 


* 


=. - 

of the Oueſtion, I am ready to allow; but They 
40 ag to think "4 when they exhibited 
their Project; and that They choſe the moſt trouble- 
ſome Part, becauſe They thought it moſt beneficial 
to their Country, is juſt ſuch Stuff as was broach'd 
by an Author of much the ſame Scantling,about two 


cars ago; when the * honourable Gentleman was 
pleaſed to undergo the Fatigue of a long Struggle 


for two Days together, and for many Hours each 


Day, in order to raiſe five hundred thouſand Pounds 
upon SALT, when He could have raiſed the ſame 
Sum upon LAND, without any Oppoſition, in 4 
2 of an Hour. — There is certainly no great 
crit in a Miniſter's taking ſome Trouble, tor a 
great deal of Pcwer and Profit; but the Misfor- 
tune is that the Trouble, which this Gentleman ſo 
often gives Himſelt, is always of ſuch a Nature 
as the People would very gladly excuſe. It con- 
ſiſts in continued Attempts to lay mew Taxes upon 
Them, or making old ones more gricyous to Them, 
inſtead of relicving 'Them from any Part of their 
preſent Burthen; and I think it very ridiculous to 
complain of the Trouble, which He meets with up- 

on ſuch Accounts. | 
As for the late, pretended Tenderneſs for the 
Landed Intereſt, and the Expcdients propoſed to 
relieve it, the fir/# appears to be inſincere, and 
the la chimerical. However, let us examine this 
Point a little; for the Coſiderer hath dropt one 
Expreſſion, which is not altogether inſignificant. 
He ſays, p. 27, that there is no Tax more uncqual 
than That laid upon LAND. Does the Projector 
therefore propoſe ro remedy this Evil? No; on 
C2 the 
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* See a Letter to 4 Freeholder, on the late Reduftion of the 
Land Tax, &c p. 5. 
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the contrary, Hz hath * declared, in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms, that as to the Manner of laying and pay- 
ing this Tax, however unequally it had been rai- 
fed on different Parts of the Kingdom; yet any 
Alteration in this Caſe, was what He ſtould ne- 
der propoſe, or attempt; that it was too much for 
Him to venture upon; that it was a moſt impracti- 
cable Nor; and He believed that no Man 
world ever enter upon it; as He was ſure on his 
own Part, that He never fbould. This was his 
Declaration two Ycars ago; and yct I will un- 
dertake to prove that every Argument for the 
late Exciſe Scheme will conclude as ſtrongly for an 
Alteration in the Manner of collecting the Laws 
Tax. May it not be ſaid that an Eſtate paying 
but haif the Duty in one Place, which an Eſtate 
of the ſame Rent pays in another, is an unreaſo- 
nable Partiality, and ought to be remedied ? 
May not the landed Man, who is taxed to the Full 
of his E/late, be compared to the fair Trader, who 
deſerves all the Care of the Government; and the 

uder-tax'd to the Smugler, who defrauds the Pub- 
lick of its J, Due? If it ſhould be ſaid that 
Counties, where there is not an equal Plenty of 
circulating Specie, cannot bear an equal Rate with 
Countics in another Condition, is not the ſame 
'Thing true of any Duty raiſed by Exciſe ? For 
this Reaſon, I think it far from being 1mpoſlible 
that the fame righteous Spirit may produce the 
ſame Arguments, on a proper Occaſion, for a Re- 
view of the Land Tax; eſpecially, after a ſhort 
Ceſſation of it, The Freeholders can lay but little 
Streſs on the Projefor's Declaration, two Years 
ago, that He would never make any ſuch Attempt ; 
for it ought to be remember'd that when He was 
charged, at the fame "Time, with intending the 
Re- 
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e a Leiter ta a Frethilaer, &. p. 7. 
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Revival of the Salt Duty as the Foundation of ſome 


= other Exciſes, He deny'd it in as ſolemn Terms; 


and vet it is well known that He brought his ne- 


W Exciſe Scheme on the Carpet the very next Seſſion. 
Let the Landbulders thereiore conſider whether 


He, who did not think /!ch α Project too much for 
Him to venture upon, may not have Courage e- 
nough, on ſome great Emergency, real or pre- 


tended, to attempt the other. 


The Conſiderer, indeed, endeavours to perſuade 
us that ſuch Apprehentions are ridiculous; but I 
muſt beg Leave to put Him in Mind that one of 
his Fellow-Labourers was formerly pleaſed to aſ- 
ſert, in Anſwer to the Craftſman, * that the 
LanD-'Tax ig already colleFed by the Laws 


or ExCISE; and þ another Minifterial Wrie 


ter hath ſince made a Diſcovery that the Com- 
miſſioners of the Land Tax, in all Counties, eaſe 
Themſelves, and lay diſproportioned Burthens on 
their poorer Neighbours. Nay, the Confiderer Him- 
ſelf retails this 8 againſt the Commiſſioners, in 
the very ſame Words, but ſix Pages aſter his At- 
tempt to ridicule the Apprehenſion of a Land-Ex- 
ciſe. If therefore ſome Frauds are already detect- 


ed in the preſent Method of collecting the Land- 


Tax, We may reaſonably ſuppoſe that there are 
many 6thers undiſcovered ; and what can be more 
equitable, according to the Projefor's Way of ar- 


guing, than to prevent them by the ſame Alterg- 


tion, which He propoſed in Wine and Tobacco; or, 
as our Author more wittily expreſſes it, by having 


the Land viſited by ExcisEMEN and regularly 
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* See the Courant of Saturday Dec. 23, 17323 or the ſecond 
Part of an Argument. &c. p. 47. 
+ See the Daily Tournal of Friday, Afrit 27, 1733 3 or the 
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J am far from deſigning to plead ſor Frauds of 
any Kind. There is great Injuſtice, no doubt, 
and many Inconveniences attending them; but 
ſurely ſome Remedy might be found out for them, 
without oppreſſing the Subject, and endangering our 
common Liberties. This Method of preventing 
Frauds is juſt like the Story I have heard of an 
Triſh Soldier, who trying in vain to keep off a Fly 
from his Officer's Face, whilſt He was aſleep, knock- 
ed it on the Head with the But-End of his Muſ- 

uet, and daſh'd his Malers Teeth down his 
hroat at the fame Time. 

As for eaſing of Land by Exciſes, it hath been 
fully proved by unanſwerable Authority that 4% 
Taxes, in this Kingdom, muſt ultimately affect 
Land ; and it is certainly for the Intereſt of the 


Publick to raiſe their 'Vaxcs with the leaſt Expence © g 


and Number of Oſicers poſſible. Exciſes are Poll- 
Taxes upon the Conſumer, raiſed without Diſtinc- 
tion of Ranks, or Abilities, at an immoderate and 
unneceſſary Expence, which levy above double the 
Sum upon the People, which They bring in to the 
Government, This is Matter of Experience. For 
Inſtance, I am ſure that every Individual in this 
Kingdom pays at Icaſt 9 d. a Year to the Duty 
upon Salt; fo that a Family of eight People pays 
Gs. a Year, or 15. 64. a Quarter; and there is 
no real Difference in collecting it Quarterly, or 
Daily, as to the People; but a very great one, as 
to the Produce of the Tax; for a Poll Tax of 9d. 
per Head on eight Millions of People would bring 


in 300,000 J. and if the Government had a Mind 


to raiſe only what the Salt Tax produces at pre- 


ſent, They might exempt all the poor Families in 


the Kingdom trom this Burthen. 
What He fays concerning the Hardſhips of 


Country Geuilemen, under 4 Thouſand Pounds s | 


Year, 
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Year, as well as the Parochial Clergy, is only a Re- 
tition of the ſame Argument, which was made 
ſe of for reviving the * Salt Duty, and was ſuffi- 

cicntly anſwer'd at that Time. 

But the Projector, it ſeems, carried his Views 
ſtill farther ; and would not have been content with 
taking off the Land Tax only, if his Scheme had 
ſucceeded, but propoſed likewiſe to leſſen, or re- 
move ſome other Duties, which lye heavy upon the 
Poor; ſuch as Thoſe upon Soap, Candles, Leather, 
Sc. I wonder the Conſiderer did not add the 
Word modeſt to impartial in his Title Page. It 
is well known that the Halt Tax is more univerſally 
burthenſome to the Poor than any other Duty 
whatſoever ; and though it was taken off by Re- 
commendation from the Throne, nay, even with 
the Approbation of the hovourable Gentleman Him- 
ſelf; yet it was laid on again, two Years afſter- 
wards, in the very ſame Parliament, by the very 


ſame Gentleman, and labourd as a Point, upon 


which the Continuance of his Power depended. 

If therefore his Affairs are grown ſo deſperate, 
that He cannot part with one fangle Tax, 1 leave 
the World to judge how tar They may depend on 
his Promiſes tor taking off ſeveral others. I am 
ſure, at leaſt, that if his Scheme would have relieved 
us not only from the Land-Tax, but the Duties 
upon Soap, Candles and Leather, it muſt have been 
extended much farther than He hath hitherto ac- 
knowledg'd; for in order to effect all theſe good 
Ends, it muſt have produced near a Million and 
an word a Year, inſtead of five hundred thouſand 
Pounds, which was the utmoſt of his own roman=- 
tick Calculation, 

There 


— * — 6 


* See the Caſe of the Revival, &c. p. 51. 


There is, indeed, one Way of relicving the Poor 
from theſe Taxes, without an Kxc/e , lor i! the 
annual Produce of the fukine Fund, above Hil- 
lion, was appropriated to this Purpoſe, the preſent, 
national Debt would be cancelled by that Miilion, 
it inviolably applicd, in 25 Years, at 4 per Cent. 
Intereſt ; and the Riches of the Nation increas'd 
many Millions, at the End of that I ern, by the 
Increaſe oi Trade, ariſing irom the Abolirion of 
thoſe burthenſome Laxes on our Manufacures. 
A Motion to this Purpoſe was made, laſt Year, in 
the Houſ? of Lords, viz. That the Produce of the 
linking Fund fould be applyd, for the future, to- 
wards redeeming ſuch Taxes as are moſt grievous 
to the Subject, oppreſſive to the Manufacture, and 
deſtructive of Trade. But this Motion paſs'd in 
the Negative ; and if the Payment of the publick 
Debts a few Years ſooner is the principal Point 
in View, I will venture to maintain a fſecming 
Paradox; that the Abatement of ſome Taxes may 
be the quickeſt Way of clearing the national Deli. 
If the Conſiderer diſputes the Truth of this Pro- 
poſition, I will 7 Iſſue with Him, and appeal 
to Figures; which are ſtubborn Things, and will 
not ſubmit to his trifling Sophiſtry. In the 


mean Time, what can be the Meaning of the Pro- 


jector's Inflexibility upon theſe Points? Will not 
the World be apt to ſay that He finds the Tax- 
gathering Army to be of more Service to Him than 
even the fighting Army; ſince the Augmentation of 
the former ſeems to be perpetually running in his 
Head, and employing his TT houghts. 

I cannot quit this Branch of the Argument, with- 
out obſerving how much all Stations of Men are 
obliged to this Gentleman, in their Turns. Having 
drained the poor Land- holders very liberally, — 
a long Courſe of uninterrupted Peace; He turn 
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his Thoughts to the trading Part of the Nation; 
and projected additional Burthens on Them, at a 
Tune when They were already ſtaggering under the 
W eight of former Preſſures; occalioned by a long 
Stagnation of Trade at home, and the Interruption of 
Commerce abrogd; beſides many grievous Lo les, 
by Captures and Depredations, whilſt their own 
Hands were ty'd up irom doing "Themſelves Jus 
ſticc, But being detcated in this Projects, by 
the united Vigour of the whole Nation, He ſeems 
to have another Scheme in Petto, and plainly inti- 
mates a Deſign of taxing the Fuxps ; tor amongſt 
other Arguments to cajoie the Freeholders, He 
mentions the * Unreaſonableneſs of taxing Landed 
Eſtates, in order that vaſt Sums of Money in the 
Funps, which produce better Intereſt, may not be 
ſulject to ſuch Payments. What Sum his Honour may 
intcnd to raiſe this Way, does not yet appear; but 
believe the bare Intimation of ſuch a Deſigu will 
not ſound very agrecable in the Ears of the unhap- 
py Proprietors of our publick Debts; who have al- 
ready had their yearly Income reduced one IHIRD; 
which, according to the Reaſoning of a certain Re- 
preſentation, is equal to a third Part of their Prin= 
cipal; and the Proprictors of Seuth-Sea Stock have 
beſides had a great Part of their Capital already 
ANNIHILATED, for the Payment of a vaſt Debr, 
fix d upon Them without any ſatisſactory Account 
how it aroſc, or a proper Examination into the Con- 
duct of 'I hoſe, under whoſe Management it was 
contracted. 'To This We muſt add the preſent me- 
lancholy Circumſtance of all the publick Creditors, 
whoſe Properties are cvery Day ſinking in their Va- 
lue to ſuch a Degree, that the Prajector may ſee 
D Diftreis 
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626) 
Diſtreſs in the Face of every Proprietor. I ſhall 
therefore leave it to his own Conſideration, whe- 
ther ſuch a Menace,ot taxing our Funds can be 
of any Service, at this Time, to the. Support of 
our ſinking Credit; and the Publick will fee thro 
the thin and wicked Artifice of playing the Lau- 
ded, Trading and Monied Iutereſis againſt each o- 
ther; juſt as it ſerves his Purpoſes at different 
Times; though nothing is more evident than that 
theſe Intereſts are inſeparably united, and muſt 
ſtand, or tall together. 

Whatever this Writer may think, it is cer- 
tain that following. the Trader into his Vaults 
and Cellars, or other private Repoſitories of Goods, 
whether ru or not, is ſome Abridgment of Eng- 
liſd Liberty; and that every trce and trading Na- 
tion will avoid it, as much as poſſible. The Re- 


publicks of * Holland and Venice, who are as care- 
tul of their pubbck Revenues as we can be, never 


allow ot any ſuch Practices; and it is well known 
that the Officers in France have no Power to enter 
aud ſearch Heujes ; ſo that cu, Exciſes appear to 


be ot a worſe Kind than Thoſe oi other Nations, 
even under arbitrary Governments and yet We 
arc conitantly told by Mother Osborne and her 
 Aſjociates, that We arc the happieſt People u 


the Face of the Earth, and ejoy all the Liberty 
huinan Nature is capavle of. 


But We are aſſured that theſe Regulations were 
deligned only againit Smugglers and Wine-Brewers. 


Lid the Bill then make any Diſtinction between 


the fair Trader and Theis; or arc all the Dealers 


in Tol acc and Nius to pais under that Denomi- 


nation? 


In 
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* See an Argumcgt againſt Exciſes; p. 59. the Craſiſian, 
Numb. 348. 350. 
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It is farther argued that theſe injurious Dealers 
might properly enough be ſubjet to the ſame Law, 
which the honeſt Brewer of true Engliſh Beer is 


continually under. — This Argument has juſt as 
much Force as the former, and is only quoting one 
Grievance in Juſtification of another. It is very 
true, that the Hout Brewer of true Engliſh Beer, 
(as the Conſiderer emphatically ſtiles Him) hath 
been long ſubject to theſe ſevere Laws ; and ſo are 
now many other honeft Traders, of different Kinds. 
But what then? Does it follow from hence that 
theſe Laws are no Encroachment upon Liberty, and 
Interruption to Trade; or that the Tyconvenience 
will not. be increaſed by the Extegſſon of them? 
This Argument is another Proof that the Shen 
had a more general Dritt than the Projector thought 
fit to own ; for I will defy any Man to ſhew that 
the Cale of the Brewers might not be urged as 
ſtrongly for converting all our Taxcs into Exciſes, 
as well as Thoſe upon Tobacco and Wine, 
Another Argument equally fallacious is, that 
Places of Sale only were to be vilited, and that vo 
Horſe was to be enter d. I call This fallacious, and 
might call it abſolutely falſe; for the Words of the 
hill are a, Warehouſes, Store houſes, Rooms, Shops, 
Vaults, Cellars aud other Places, made Uſe of for 
the keeping, cutting, firipping, or otherwiſe manu— 
fafuring any Tobacco. However therefore tome 
great Merchants, who have Warchouies ſeparate 
trom their Dwellings, might be frec, in ſome Mea= 
lurc, trom the Vexation and lavery of ſuch Ins 
quiſitors, 1 am ture this Aſſertion is abſolutel 
talle as to the Body of the Xetailers, whole Shops 
and Store-Rooms generally take up the greateſt 
Part ot their Hoaics, and are ſo complicated to- 
ether as to render theni all liable to Inſpection. 
For the Truth of This, I appeal to the Druggi/ts, 
| 2 Grocers, 
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Grocers, Diſtillers, and other Traders, who have 
already the Misfortune to be under the Laws of 
Exciſe. 

It is proper to obſerve that the Conſiderer and 
his Brethren conſtantly argue upon a Suppoſition 
that all the Profits of Frauds go into the Mer- 
chauts Pocket; and that the Conſumer pays the 
whole Duty. Now it unfortunately happens that 
one of theſe Writers argued directly contrary to this 
Suppoſition, in the Cafe of the Salt Tax, by endea- 
vouring to prove that the more Frauds were com- 
mitted in the Collection of it, the cheaper would 
S$z2!t come to the Conſumer. ———— What a ſtrange 
Thing is it that theſe Men can never be a little 
conſiſtent, nor remember their own Arguments for 
a Ycar or two together? 

But whichever Side of this Contradiction is true, 
I will venture to maintain that whatever additi- 
onal Sum is raiſed upon any Commodity, either by 
a new Tux, or more rigorous Collection of an old 
one, the Price of the Commadity will be augmen- 
ted abo72 double, in Proportion to the Augmenta- 
tion of the Revenue; and till the miniſterial Writers 
can prove the contrary, all their Diſtinctions be- 
eween a mew Tax, and the different Collection of 
an o one are vain and frivolous. 


The Cynſiderer ſeems to admit, amidſt all his fine 


Elogiums on this Bill, that it was not altogether 
juſtitiable, in every Reſpect; but tells us, at the 
jame Time, that it was only a Propoſal, ſubje# to 
the Amendments of Parliament, aud might have 
undergone any Alteration in the Committee, oH. 
ent with the public Interef,—— As to This, I 
ſhall be very ſhort; for both the Bill and the De- 
fences of it, particularly the preſent, are only ca- 
pable of one ſingle Amendment, preſcribed by 
Mrſba to his Friend. 
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N Emendare tuos, O Fidentine, Libellos 
Multe non poſſunt, una Litura poteſt. 


He ſays, in the ſame Page, that the Bill ex- 
pre(ly removes the greateſt Inconveniencies, which 
are complained of in the preſent Laws of Exciſe, 
and would have eas'd the whole Exciſe Law, in 
” ſeveral Particulars. — I was at a Loſs to gueſs 
wat He mcant by This, till I came to the * next 

Page, where He tells us that it was calculated to 

prevent Perjury, by leſſening the Number of Oaths, 
and relieving the Trader from {wearing to his own 
Books. 
It might be proper enough to ask, in this Place, 
who hath made the Uſe of Oaths /o frequent and 
' common as it is at preſent © But, to wave that 
Point, is it really true that the Tobacco Bill was 
calculated to remedy that Evil? No; though He 
talks fo confidently of its removing the greateſt In- 
conveni-nces of our preſent Exciſes, the ſingle In- 
ſtance he mentions to prove it happens to be 
ſalſe; tor in p. 25 and 26 of the Bill, as it is 
> now printed, the Reader will find the following 
Clauſes. 

5 And it is hereby farther enacted by the Au- 

* * thority aforeſaid, that all and every Perſon or 

T Perſons, who ſhall ſell or deal in Tobacco, from 

and aſter the ſaid Day ot 
„ ſhall, and They are hereby directed and re- 
© quired to keep an Account ot all ſuch ſinall 
E Onantities, or Parcels of Tobacco, not excced- 
; “ ing the Weight of in one Parcel, as 
* He or They thall {ell or diſpoſe of in cach Day, 
and ſhall every Night enter into a Book, to be 
« kept 
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(30) 
« kept for that Purpoſe, on Account of the groſs 
« Ouantities of the ſaid Commodity, which have 
been by Him, Her, or Them, fold and delive- 
« red in that Day, in ſuch ſmall Pnantities, or 
% Parcels, as aforeſaid ; and the 1aid Sellers of, 
« or Dealers in Tobacco, ſhall alſo keep one other 
« Book, wherein They ſhall ſeverally enter every 
« Quantity and Parcel of Tobacco above the Weight 
« of which He, She, or They, ſhall 
& fell and deliver in each Day, Oc. 

« ProviIDED always, that no Seller of, or Dea- 
&« ler in Tobacco, as aſoreſaid, ſhall have in his, 
« or her Cuſtody, more than one ſuch Book of 
« each Sort, at the ſame Lime; and that when 
© the ſaid Book or Books in his or her Cuſtody 
© ſhall be flld up reſpectively, the ſame being re- 
© turned to the Officer, or Officers, tor the faid 

Inland Duty, from whom They were ſeverally 
received, upon the OaTn, or in Caſe of a Oua- 
„Ker, upon the $0LEMN AFFIRMATION Of ſuch 
« Seller or Sellers, Dealer or Dealers as aforeſaid, 
« or of his or their Servant or Servants, who kept 
& the ſame aud made the Entries therein, of the 
« Truth of ſuch Entries, according to the beſt of 
« his, her, or their Knowledge or Bclief ;, and one 
« or more new Book or Books ſhall thereupon be 
&« delivered to ſuch reſpective Sellers, or Deas 
lers, c. 

What therefore can be a groſſer Impoſition on 
the Publick than the Author's Aſſertiou that this 
Bill would have relieved the Trader from $WwEARrING 
TO HIS own Books ; when the cxpreſs Words 
of the Bill are that He is to swear to the Truth 
of every Entry in his Books ; and is obliged every 
Night to ſet down the groſs Onantity of every leſſer 
Dnantity in one Bont; and in anther Book every 
ger Puantity, that He fall fill every Day of 

his 
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bis Liſe? — Can this be called leſſening the Num- 
ber of Oaths ; or is making Men ſwear ſo minutely 
o THEIR Own Books the Way to prevent PER= 
Jury ? 


There is, indeed, a Clauſe at the latter End 


of the Bill, to _ a Clauſe in an Act of the 
11th of the late King, which impowers the Com- 
miſſjoners of Exciſe, upon the Oath of an Officer, 
that He ſuſpects any Dealer of making falſe Eu- 
tries, to ſummon the ſaid Dealer before Them, and 
examine him upon Oath, concerning the Truth of 
his Entries. This carries an Appearance, prima 
Facie, of eaſing the Traders from the terrible Obli- 
gation of purging Themſelves upon Oath, as to 
every little Quantity of Goods, which They ſell; 
but any Man of common Senſe, who reads the fore- 
going Clauſes, will immediately ſee the Fallacy, 
and perceive that the Traders would have been 
obliged, notwithſtanding This, to ſwear very mi- 
nutely to their own Books. 

Having thus convicted our Author of a groſs 
Prevarication, I will now ſhew in what Reſpects 
this Bill was ſo far from taking away the Incon- 
veniences of former Exciſes, (J ſuppoſe He parti- 
cularly means the Exciſe on Coffee, Tea and Choco- 
late ) that thoſe Inconveniences would have been 
increaſed and aggravated, in the preſent Caſc. 

Tobacco, as bought from the Merchant, is gene- 


rally about 74. or 8 d. per Pound; and Tea is ge- 


nerally about 145. per Pound. Now all the Rules 
of Exciſe, which are obſerved as to a Pound of Tea, 


are required by this Bill as to a Pound of Tobacco. 


though it is not above a 20th Part of the Value of 


Tea; and the Charge of weighing Tobacco from 
Lime to Time, at the precarious Humour of an 
Exciſeman, as well as the Trouble of fetching Per- 
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inits, entering all Sales in Books, and attending the 
Offices, muſt have been as great for a Pound of Jo- 
bacco, as for a Pound of Tea; conſequently an Ex- 
ciſe would have been twenty Times as burthenſome 
on the former, as on the /atier. 

Whether al! this Vexation and Expence would 
not have inhanced the Price of Tobacso, and there- 
by diminiſhed the Conſumption amongſt the poorer 
Sort of People, who chiefly uſe it, is another Point, 
which deſerves the Conſideration of "Thoſe, who 
promiſed 'T hemſelves ſuch Mountains of Gold from 
this Scheme, by the Improvement id the Revenue. 

It is very remarkable that the Cogſiderer is in- 
tirely ſilent as to the Point of Juxies ; which is 
more than I expected, when J found Him in ſuch 
a Vein of aſſerting ; for He might certainly have 
aſſirmed that the 7Zobacco Bill reſtored the Uſe of 
2 with as much Truth, as that it was calcu- 
ated to prevent Perjury, aud relieve the Trader from 

ſwearing to his own Books. — Let me therefore ask 
Him whether Trials without Juries arc not an 
Inconvenience, nay the greateſt Inconvenience com- 
plain'd of in the preſent Exciſe Laus; even no leſs 
than an Infringement of magna Charta itfelt ? 

But to ſhew the Projefor's tarther Regard for 
the Landed Interef?, it deſerves a ſhort Remark that 
the late Bill took off all Appeals to the Onarter 
Seſſtons from the Sentence of the Fuſtice, or Sub— 
Commiſſioner, in order to make the Country more 
dependent on Him, and bind I hem down to the 
arbitrary Determination of Judges, who may ex- 
pet to be TRANSLATED, for good Behaviour, as 
well as my Lords the B 5. 

The Conſiderer hath advanced another Argu— 
ment, in Bchalt of the B, fo very pleaſant and 
ingenious, that J cannot pals it over in Silence. 


« The 
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“ The very Time, ſche He, this Bill was 
« brought into the Houſe, when the Proſpect of 
« a new Election was ſo near, is one Proof, among 
« many others, that the Gentlemen for it ſolely in- 
e tended the Service of the Publick; and hopcd, 
by preventing groſs Abuſes, and thereby cating 
c ſome heavy Taxes, to gain the Favour ors 
« THEIR COUNTRY.” He adds, that . un- 
e concerned Spectators, of great Wiſdom and 
« Impartiality, are firmly of Opinion that this Do- 
« ſign of HoNEST PopULarITY was their grœateſt 
« Crime, and in Truth gave Riſe to the OY 
© 7101. 

What a ſtrange, unfortuaate Creature muſt e 
Projector be, that all his Schemes of Popularity and 
gaining the Favour of his Country ſhould have the 
contrary Effect, and end in univerſal Deteſtation? 
This hath been remarkably his Caſe, in all his 
late Undertakings; and moſt deplorably ſo, in 
that darling Scheme, which is at preſent under De- 


bate. I believe, indeed, that He did not ſuffici- 


cently conſider what Influence an afproaching Elec- 
tion might naturally have on the Fate of ſuch” & 
Project; and finding Himſelf quite wrong in the 
Manner of Timing it, would willingly have That 
paſs tor the Proof ot an Honeſt Heart, which was 
certainly the Product ot a blundering Head. 

Some following Pages arc ſpent upon the unfair 
Methods of oppoſing the Bill. Amongſt other 
Things, the Conſiderer feems to be very angry 
with a Pifure and Song; which have been of 
ſuch ſingular Uſe in the Cauſe of Liberty, upon 
{ome important Occaſions, that I am loth to give 
them intirely up. I cannot deny, indecd, that a 
laudable Method may be ſometimes apply'd to bad 
Purpoſes; but That is the Point in Diſpute be- 
tween us. The Projefor Himſelf hath otten had 

F. Rocourſe 
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Recourſe ro ſuch little Artifices; and if He never 
met with the ſame Succeſs, the Fault was not in 
his Intention; but may be imputed, perhaps, to 
the wrong Turn of his Satire, as well as the De- 
ficiency ot Wit, *which conſtantly diſtinguiſhes it. 
But had theſe wicked Oppoſers of the Bill nothing 
on their Side, beſides Clamour and Fadtion, Ballads 
and Pidures, without any Mixtures of Truth, or 
Appearance of Argument? That's very hard in- 
dced; and many People ſeem to be 2 
miſtaken in their Opinion of theſe Men, by ima- 


gining that there were now and then ſome threwd 


Things thrown out by Them, with a Shew at 
!caſt of Reaſoning. However, let us for once ſup- 
poſe the Caſe to be juſt as our Author repreſents 
ir; that Noiſe and * . got the better of 
7uftice and Reaſon ;, in this Caſe, I fay, the natu- 
ral Interence to be drawn from it is not altogether 
comtortable either to the People, or the Miniſter, 
it the E ciſe- Scheme was unreaſonable, why was 
it propoſcd? If it was reaſonable, why did it not 
paſs in a Parliament, where the Court had an in- 
luperable Majority, as the Confrderer aſſures us 
Himfelt ?—Is it not a melancholy Situation, when 
the he Things from a Miniſter are ſuſpected ; and 
the People will not accept even of Salvation from 
his Hands? 

Our Ather expatiates very largely on the 
Arts made ec of to affright the Nation with the 
firange, groundleſs Terror of a ðtukxRRAL FExCT5e. 
How groſs it was, hath been often proved; 
and the Corfiderer would do well to anſwer what 
hath been ſaid on this Head, inſtead of repeating 
the ſame idle J rumpery over and over a thouſand 
Times. What is a geeral Exciſe but an Accumu— 
lation of particular Exciſes? And if He will pleaſe 
to add what were deſigned by ss Bill to T hoſ:, 

| which 
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which already ſubſiſt, He will find a pretty large Ca- 
talogue; but as theſe witty Writers are apt to be 
troubled with ſbort Memories, I muſt beg Leave 
to refreſh them with a ſhort Recapitulation. The 
following Commodities are already exciſed; vis. * 
Beer and Ale, Mum, Cyder, Perry and ſweet Vines; 
Malt, Brandy and all diſtilld Spirits; Leather, 
Soap, Candles, Hops; Paper, Paſte- Boards, Mills 
Boards, Oc. Silks and Callicoes; Starch, Hides, 
Wire, and wrought Plate; Cards and Dice ; Coffee, 
Tea and Chocolate; Salt. -—— Lo Theſe We muſt 
add Tobacco, Wineand Sugar, which are all known 
to have been in the ORIGINAL SCHEME; and then 
let the Confederer, or his Patron, name any one 
material, imported Commodity, which would have 
been leſt at the Cytomborſe, or unexciſed. This 
Catalogue, I ſay, makes a pretty formidable Fi- 
gure ot itſelf; but when We conſider the vaſt Mul- 
titude of Traders and Dealers, who are affected by 
th:ſe eig the Argument will appear in a much 
ſtronger Light. Let us therefore enumerate them 
once more. 

+ Brewers, Diſtillers, Inu- and all other Per- 
keepers, Vifuallers, Coffeemen,( ſons, making, im- 
Mum, Cyder and Perry-makers, porting, or dcal- 
Mulſters, ſweet I ine-makers, g In exciſeable 
Vinegar-makers Liquors. 


Soap- Boilers, Druggiſis, Gro- and all other Per- 
cers, Tallow-Chandlers, Starch-? ſors concern'd in 
makers, Perfumers, Peruke-ma- Tea, Coffee, Cl o- 
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75 kers, Barbers, Chandlers -——\colate, Starch, 
4 I Powder, &c. 
* * 

Rr F. 2 He- 
q See the Argument againſt E xcifes ; p. 45. 


+ Sce the fed Part of an fig nent ageinf} Faccits; þ 48. 
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Hop-planters, Tanners, Own=\ 
ers of Salt-Pits, Leather-ſcllers, 
Linuen-Drapers, Paper-makers, 
Paper-ftainers, Callicoe and | and ſeveral other 
Linnen- Printers, Paſte-Board, | Perſons, concern» 
Mill-Board and Scalc-Board- ed in making, or 
makers, Goldjuiiths, Silver-| vending theſe 
ſmiths, and Workers ' of Plate, | Commodities. 
Wire-drawers, and Refiners of 
gilt and Silver Wire, Card-ma- 
kers, Dice-makers— ——= | 


— 


All theſe Trades have already the Misfortune to 
be under the Laws of Exciſe; to which We muſt 
add I hoſe, who would have been in the ſame Con- 
dition, had the late Scheme taken Effect; ſuch as 


Tobacco-Mcrchants, Wine-Yand all Retailers 
Merchants, Sugar-Merchants,{ of thoſe Commodi- 
Tobacconiſts, Vintners, Sugar- ties, not already 
Bakers exciſed, 


Now, if We look through all the Cities and tra- 
ding Towns in England, We ſhall find them inha- 
bited and ſupported chiefly by ſuch Sort of Men, 
who arc, or would have bcen cut off from the 
common Privileges of their Fellow-Subjects, by 
this Method of Taxation. 

One 'Thing more I muſt obſerve upon this 
Branch of the Argument; viz. that there are two 
Kinds of Exciſcs; one of which ſtops at the Ma- 
ker, or fit Owner; ſuch as That upon Beer and 
Ale, Malt, Hops, Soap, Candles, &c. the other fol- 
lows the Commodity not only into the Retailer's 
Shop, but wherever it goes, and is liable to be 
ſeized, without a Permit; ſuch as That upon 
Brandy, Rum, Arrach, Coffee, Tea and Chocolate, 

&c.—And here it deſerves a particular Remark, 


that all our medery Exciſes, except That on Salt, 


— 
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as well as Thoſe intended by the late Scheme, are 
of the latter Kind, which > x vaſtly more grievous 
and expenſive than the other, both to the Govery- 
ment and the People. What a vaſt deal of Mo- 
deſty, Candour and Veracity muſt our Author 
therefore have, when he aſſerts hat it was an 


expreſs Part of the Scheme to remove the nh EY 


InconVENIENCES, and would have leſſened the 
Extent of the Exciſe; That is, an Extenſion 0 
Exciſe Laws would have leſſened the Extent of the 
Exciſe ! | | 

But it would have been time enough, ſays the 
Conſiderer, to raiſe Alarms when They found the 
teaft Tendency towards a Deſign to exciſe any Part 
oo Foop, or to enter any PRIVATE HobsR.— 

hat is, in plain Engliſb, it is Time enough to 
ſtruggle, when the Knife is at our Throat; a 
Maxim, which, in its full Extent, hath overturn'd, 
and will overturn all the Liberties of Mankind. 1 
like the Counſel of the Bird in the Fable much 
better; which was to pick up the Hemp-ſeed im- 
mediately after it was ſown. To apply this Fable, 
Liberty is not half ſo much in Danger of being 
maſtered by the Scalade, as by Undermining. 

But to come a little nearer to the Point ; is no 
Part of our Food already exciſed ; Is not Wine, 
by long Habit, become Part of our Food ; even 
ſuch a Part of it, as to many Perſons, and in 
many Caſes, to be not 2 convenient, but ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to Lite ? Let our Author ask 
the meaner Sort of the People, as well as ſome of 
higher Rank, and He will find that even Tobacco 
is conſiderd by Them as Part of their Food ; or 
at leaſt as uſeful to Them as their Food. Let 
Him conſult the fair Sex, in the ſame Manner, 
whether They don't look upon Coffee, Tea and 
Ebocolate, as Part of their Food. I know all 
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theſe Commodities are treated as Articles of Zn 
ary by the miniſterial Writers ; and if They cn 
rſuade the Gentlemen of Evgland to leave off drink» L Go 
ing Wine and ſmoaking Tobacco; or if the Ladies, f 
even of the Court Party, will agree to burn all their 
Tea- tables, and ſubmit to the homely Regulations 
of old Queen B?/s's Maids of Honour; 1 promiſe 
to give Them no tarther Trouble on this Subject; 
but, in ſuch a Caſe, I muſt deſire Them once more 4 
to conſider what would become of our Commerce, 
and conſequently of the Revenue, which was to be 1 
ſo prodigiouſſy improved by this Scheme. . 
Foun o till farther, and defy Them to prove 
that no Part of our Fod, in the ſtricteſt Senſe, is 
already exciſed, Will They pretend to ſay that 
Beer and Ale, Oder and Perry are no Part of our 
Food ? Can They affirm that Salt is not an abſolute 
Neceſſary of Lite; or that this Part of our Fd 
is not already under an Exciſe; a Tax, which af- 
fects not the Great and the Rich only, but the 
pooreſt Farmer, Manufacturer and br 
Not a Piece of Bacon, ſalted Beef or Pork can 
They cat; not a Pound of Butter, a little Cheeſe, or 
even a Bit of Bread can They make, without con- 
tributing ſomething to it. This, no Doubt, is a 
reat Favour to the Landed lutereſt; and as to 
a@%vigation, are not all our Ships victuall'd with 
ſalteu Proviſons? Let any Man therefore judge 5 
what an Faſe this Tax muſt be to our Commerce, F 
and how likely to give us the Ballance of Trade .— 9 
J am therefore at a Loſs to gueſs what Motivess 
could poſſibly induce our Author to ſay that it has 
been; time enourh to raiſe Alarms, when They found 
the leu Tendeucy towards a Deſign to exciſe any 
Part of our Foop ; becauſe That is really giving 
up the Point, and ſufficiently juſtifies all our 1 
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As for entering private Houſes, it appears from 
what hath been ſaid betorc that almoſt all the tra- 
ding Part of the Kingdom are already, or would 
have been, ſubject to this unwelcome Viſitation, by 
the Execution of the laute Scheme. It is true, in- 
deed, that the Projector and his Advocates have 


lately been pleaſed to put this vaſt Body of Men 


upon the ſame Foot with Inn-keepers, Viduallers, 
and Retailers of Geneva, in order to ſubject Them 
to the ſume Laws. The Traders, no Doubt, are 
highly obliged to Them for this Favour, and I hope 
will rake ſome Opportunity to return it; for, ac- 
cording to this new Doctrine, three Parts of the 
Houſes in England might be entered at Pleaſure, 
and yet the Projector might continue to inſiſt that 
there was not the leaſt T:udency towards a Deſigu 
to enter any PRIVATE HovsE. 

But this Point likewiſe will admit of ſome fare 
ther Examination; for, even private Houſes, ac- 
cording to the ProjeFor's own Doctrine, are already 
under the Laws of Exciſe, in ſome Particulars; I 
mean the Houſes of private Gentlemen and others, 
who live upon their Fortunes, without tollowing 
any Buſineſs; tor, not to inſiſt on the Iſpefors of 


the Window-Lights, who very nearly reſemble the 


Officers of the Chimney Tax, let Them look into 
the Act of the 6th of the late King; by which 
no Gentleman can fend a little Preſent of Brandy, 
Rum, or Arrack, to a Friend, even after He hath 
paid the Duty, without a Permit; which will not 
be granted Him, unleſs He enters his Horſe, and 


- 


thereby ſubjects it to the Viſitation of Exciſemen, 


like publick Houſes. By the PR Ad, no private 
Gentleman can keep above 63 Gallons of any of 
theſe Liquors in his Houle, without entering it. — 
By the Act of the 1cth of the ſame King, no 
Aentleman can have a little Chocolate made in his 

Houſe, 
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Houſe, without Permiſſion from an Officer, after 
three Days Notice, as well as ſwearing to the 
Duantity made, and carrying it to the Office, ready 
wrapt up in Paters, to be famped.——Do not both 
theſe Laws, in ſome Mcaſure, aflect private Houſes; 
or can I hey be ſaid not to have the leaſt Tendency 
to ſuch a Dejign © | 

This is ſuficicnt to ſhew that ſome Parts of our 
Food, cven in the ſtricteſt Senſe of the Word, are 


already exciſed; and that private Houſes are not 
10 tr 10 | 


altogether free from thoſe Laws. In ſhort, when 
the Projector and his Advocates diſown any Deſign 
of a general Exciſe, They can mean only an uni- 
ver ſal Exciſe, which I believe there is not one In- 
ſtance of in the whole World, even under the moſt 
tyrannical Governments; and if an Exciſe was ac- 
tually laid on Fiſb and Fleſpmeat, They might as 
well pretend that it had not the leaſt Tendency to 4 
GENERAL FxCISE, becauſe Apples, Eggs, Milk, 
or any other Commodities, of the fame Kind, might 


Kill remain free. 
All theſe Points. concerning a general Exciſc, 


have been fully explain'd before in ſeveral Diſ- 


courſes upon that Subject ; but the conſtant Repe- 
tition of the ſame I hings from the miniſterial Preſs 
makes it neceſſary juſt to touch them over again, in 
this curſory Manner. | 

The Confederer affirms, in the ſame Page, that 
this Method of Collection had been tried with uni- 
verſal Approbation, and great Succeſs, upon other 
Articles; particularly Cottee and Chocolate. — 
How ſhameleſs is this Author? Scarce a Line 
drops from Him without a groſs Falſity, through 
the whole Diſcourſe. In the preſent Caſe, what 
hath been tryed with aniverſul Abhorrence, He 
hath the Impudence to call a-iver/al Approbation. 
Beſides, He is guilty of a mean Preyarication, by 


drop- 


| (41) 


dropping the Article of Tea, which is known to 
have been run in greater Quantities than ever it 
was before this advantageous Regulation of the 
Duties, as it is called, was introduced, 

He hath the conſummate Folly to add, that the 
Complaint of a general Exciſe was never heard of, 
when a more rigorous Collection was appointed for 
Coffee and Chocolate, than what was lately pro- 
poſed for Wine and Tobacco. God knows, 
that Law is rigorous enough ; though not more 
rigorous than the other, which is almoſt a Tran- 
ſcript of it; but I can give this Author ſcveral 
Reaſons why the Tea-AF paſs d fo glibly at that 
Time, and without ſuch a general Complaint as 
hath ſince attended the Exciſe Bill. At preſent, I 
will mention only two. In the 7% Place, the 
Projector was then in the Meridian of his Glory, 
and rioted in the Plenitude of Power, without 
ſuch an Oppoſition as was neceſſary to controul and 
defeat his Meaſures. Secondly, the Body of the 
People were not ſo fully appriz'd, at that Time, 
of the Nature, Conſequences and Progreſs of Ex- 
ciſes, as They have been ſince; and therefore 
might be led away by the plauſible Pretence of 
preventing Frauds. But it is well known that the 
Druggiſis complain'd very heavily of it. Indeed, 
one of the minifterial Advocates had the Aſſurance 
to aſſert, laſt Winter, * that the ſevereſt and mecft obe 
noxious Clauſes in the Tea-Act were adviſed by the 
principal Druggifts i» Town, who were conſulted 
upon that Occaſion. I his obliged the Driggiſis to 
purge T hemſfelves from ſo ridiculous an Imputation, 
by declaring, in all the News-Papers, that The 
ſrrenuou(ly oppoſed the Bill; that They petition'd the 
Parliament agairft it; aud when their Petition 

F had 


See the Courant of Saturday Dec. 2. The ſecend Part of an 
Argument, &c. p. 34, and the Appendix, p. 11. 
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had the hard Fate to be rejected, They propoſed ſe 
veral Expedicnts to make the Law eaſter to Them : 
which were undertaken and promiſed by the worthy 
Gentleman, who alone hath the Honour of being 
thought the Projector and Adviter of it, aud who | 
only hath found his Account in it. 

Neither can it ſurely be forgot that the Drug- 
gifts, Grocers, and other Perſons, dealing in Coffee, 
Tea, and Chocolate, have fince petitioned the Par- 
liament to be relieved ſrom the Rigour of that 
Law, and had once more the hard Fate to ſee 
their Petition rejected. 

We are now come to the Iiſtructions, which 
moſt of the Cities and Corporations in England 
addreſsd to their Repreſentatives, acquainting 
'Them with the terrible Conſequences ' of the Jate 
Scheme, and requeſting I hem to oppoſe it. The 
Conjiderer ſeems to be highly incens'd at theſe ſea- 
fonable Applications, and raves againſt them for 
ſeveral Pages together, under the Name of poſitive 
Commands and authoritative Iujunctions, which 
tend to introduce a new legiſlative Power; to rult 
the Parliament; and govern the Government ; with 
a great deal more ſuch Stuff, which is only thrown 
in to blind the Eyes of the Reader, and perplex 
the Point in Diſpute. 

For my Part, I cannot recollect, upon the ſtrict- 
eſt Examination of my Memory, that the Word 
Command, or Injunfien, or any Word ſynonimous, 
or equivalent to it, was made Uſe of in any Part 


of the Iiſtructions laſt Winter; nor can I perceive : 
in what They ditter'd from meer Repreſentation, 1 
and Petition, or from offering their Opinion and 
ig their Reaſons; which this Author ſeems to F 


allow Himſclf. They did not lay any compullive 
Obligation on the Members to follow them. If 
They had an additional Influence from the ap- WM 
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proaching Elections, it was a lucky Circumſtance 
for the People; and I ſhould be very ſorry to find 
that the Projefor hath a Secret of making Corpo- 
rations chuſe Perſons, who act contrary to their 
Senſe and Intereſt ; tor let their Fudgment, in theſe 
Caſes, be right or wrong, it cannot be abſolutely 
rejected, without infringing their Liberty; and it 
would certainly be much better that their Choice 
ſhould be injudicious, than not free. 

As to the Inſtances, aſſign by our Author, in 
which this Practice may be dangerous to our Con- 
ſtitution ; I anſwer in general, that there may be 
Caſes put, where the very beſt Things may be 
turn'd to an ill Uſe; but that [/frufons from Core 
porations have been, and may be, of ſingular Uſe to 
the Cauſe of Liberty, on ſome important Occa- 
ſions. | 

How the Inſtance of the Parliament's disband- 
ing the Army in King William's Reigu comes to be 
twiſted into this Argument, I am really at a Loſs 
to comprehend ; for if I remember right, there 
were no Inſtructions trom the Country, either for 
disbanding, or not disbanding. However, let us 
beſtow mh Bane or two on this impertinent Di- 
greſſion. It ſeems then, according to our Author, 


that the ſecond War with France was occalion'd by 


the Reduction of our Troops, at that Time. 
Well, let us ſuppoſe the Caſe to be fo; and that 
France would have abided by the Partition Treaty, 
it our Army had been kept up; would That have 
alter'd the State of Europe tor the better? Was 
not an Allyance between a King of Spain, of the 
Houſe of Bourbon, and an Emperor of the Auſtrian 
Family, the Reaton of our Counter-Allyance with 
France? It therefore an Allyance only was ſo dread» 
ful, what would an Union of thoſe two Crowns in 
the ſame Prince have been thought, according to 
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the Politicks of 1725? That it was a bloody and 
expenſroc War is true; but, at the ſame Time, it 
was a glorious Nur; and if one was to reaſon from 
Succeſs, disbanding the Army did not produce any 
real Evil, but the contrary; for the Nation was 
able, in a very little Lime, to appear in the Field 
with more — Armies than ever before; 
which experimentally verifies an old Obſervation, 
that a Britiſh Monarch, who hath the Command 
of his Subje&'s Purſe, upon all neceſſary Occaſi- 
ons, can never want Troops. I muſt however own 
that what the Author ſays ought to give us a com- 
fortable Proſpect ; tor it the Want of an Army was 
the Occaſion of a War, in King William's Time, I 
hope a numerous Army, under the Command of our 
preſent moſt gracious Sovereign, will prevent one 
at preſent. But let us return to the People's 
Right of petitioning and inſtructiug their Members, 
It is roo well known, by Experience, that Par- 
liaments are neither infallible, nor impeccable ; but 
have often run contrary both to the Intereſt and 
Senſe of the People. Now, in ſuch a Caſe, what is 
to be done? Let me ask theſe Writers, whe— 
ther the Members of the Horſe of Commons are the 
People's Repreſentatives, or not; and whether, un- 
like all other Deputies and Truſtees, They are abſo- 
lutely independent of their Priucipals and Conſti- 
tuents? In Anſwer to This, it hath been ſometimes 
argued, that the collective Body of the People 
transfer all their Power to Thoſe, whom They 
chuſe to repreſent T hem, and have nothing farther 
to do in Matters of Government, than to yield an 
implicit Obedience to their Decitiuns. But the 
Fallacy of this Argument hath been ſully proved 
trom the Nature and Deſign of Parliaments, as 
well as the Practice of all Ages. However, as it 
2s a Point, which hath been much controverted on 
—— 6119 


Ws 
* f 
„ 

13 

k K . 

AY 
— 
. 
A % 
#2 . 
* 
* q EA 
n 
» - * 
"2240 
el * 0 
I 
* = 
. [2 
NJ 
"> #3 
p 1 
* 
_ >. 
* f 
, 
75 
* — 
; 
+ 
5 
FR. 
* 74 
\ 7 ü 
Te * 
. 13 
_—_. 
1 „. 
0 . 
7 
4 
# * 
3 * 
A * 
= - 4 
wy 
we 
| 3 
A 
G4 
2 
2 
7 * 
"#4 
* $6 
1 
2 
* ©, 
1 
* 
4.0 
* 
" 
— 
3 
45 
. 
* 
4, 
5 
. 
+ a 
k 5 
: 1 
" Arg 
+ hy 175 
W 
2 
b FF 
-- 


* 
* 
9 


0 5 * 1 ® 
, ow > we > » <7 * 7 ” 
-— TIES 


( 


one Side, to ſerve a Turn, and will I hope be fully 
eſtabliſhed on the other, for the Sake of our Con- 
ſtitution, it may be of Uſe to give it a little far- 
ther Examination. 

It can be no Secret to any Body, who hath 
but juſt dipt into our Hiſtory, that Parliameuts 
were formerly called on ſome particular Emergence 
of State, and diſmiſs'd as ſoon as the Buſineſs was 
over. In thoſe Times, the People were generally 
apprized of the Occaſion, for which a Parliament 
was called, and theretore were enabled to acquaint 
the Elected with their Senſe of the Matter, beſore 
They came up to Town. Yet, cven in thoſe 
Times, if any Thing unexpected happen'd to oc- 
cur, during their Sitting, I hey commonly deſired 
Leave to conſult their Conffituents, before They 
came to any Reſolutions. Of This there are fre- 
quent Inſtances in our Hiſtories; but J have latel 
met with two, which come up ſo directly to the 
Point, that J am ſure the Publick will excuſe my 
quoting them. 

The #7/ is in the Parliament 9 Ede. 3. * 
uvhen a Motion being made tor a Subſidy to be 
« granted of a NEW KIND, the Commons anſwe- 


red They would have Conference with Thoſe of 


ce their ſeveral Counties and Places, who had put 
« Them in Truſt, before They treated of any ſuch 

« Matter. | 
The other Inſtance is in the 13th of the ſame 
Reign. „The King declared to the Parliament 
* that He with others about Him ſtood bound 
* tor furniſhing Him and his Allies in 30,0co J. 
* which He ought to pay, and therefore wanted 
* Aid of his Commons to pay the fame; but the 
* Commons made Anſwer that They knew and 
ce rendered 
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« tendered the King's Eſtate, and were ready to 
« aid Him; only in this new Device They durſt 
„ not agree, without tarther Conference with 
« their Counties; and ſo praying Reſpite until a- 


“ nother Time, They promiſe to travel to their 
&« Counties, to conſult 'I hem in this grand Affair. 

From hence it appears that even in thoſe carly 
Times, when Prerogative ran ſo high, and the Na- 


tion 8 no Liberty, as Mother Osborne aſſures 


us, the Houſe of Commons would not come into 
any new Tax, of an extraordinary Nature, with- 
out conſulting Thoſe, whom They repreſented, and 
trom whom 'They derived all their Authority. 
It We come down to the Times, when the 


Practice of long Parliaments grew in Faſhion, We 


ſhall find the ſame Right exerted, upon ſeveral Oc- 
caſions; and ſurely nobody will deny that the Ex- 
erciſe of it grows more and more expedient, in Pro- 
portion to the Length of Parliaments; ſince it is 
impoſſible for the People to foreſee, at the Time 
of Election, what Affairs may come under their 
Dcliberation for ſeveral Years to come, and there- 
fore muſt reſcrve their Thoughts to Themſelves 
till ſome Point of Moment is actually brought up- 
on the Carpet, or diſcovers itfelf ro the Publick, 
and furniſhes Them with Matter of I»fru#ion. 

In the Reign of Charles the 2d, We meet with 
many Addretles of this Kind; in which ſeveral * 
Counties, Cities and Corporations not only return their 


reſpective Members Thanks for their paſt Servi- 


ces, in proſecuting the Authors of the Popiſh Plot, 
and the Progreſs They had made in the Excluſion 
Bill; as well as their Ludeatours to ſecure the Meci- 
ing and Sitting of frequent Parliaments, to repea! 
an AF of ihe 35th of Elizabeth, in Favour of = 

te ſtant 
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teſtant Diſſenters; to bring the Authors of wicked 
Counſels to condign Puniſhment ; and for aſſerting 
their undoubted Right of PeTITIONING; I ſay, 
They did not only return their Repreſentatives 
Thanks for their glorious Conduct, in all theſe 
Points, but exhorted Them to perſevere in the 
ſame good Endeavours ; humbly requeſting Them 
not to conſent to any Money-Bill, till their Grie- 
wances are redreſs'd, and even promiſing to ſtand 
by Them, in the Purſuance of thoſe Ends, with 
their Lives and FoxTuNEs. 

There was, indeed, a Set of Miſcreants in that 
Age, as well as in ours, who traduced 1his Right 
of Petitioning, as ſeditious, and declared an Al- 

orrency of it; but They received a ſevere Cenſure 
in Parliament, and have been ever ſince branded 
in Hiſtory with the infamous Name of Abborrers. 


Let us now come to the Reign of K. William, 


in which the Exerciſe of this Right was again re- 
ſumed. The Caſe of the Kentiſh Petition is well 
known; in which ſeveral Gentlemen of that County 
undertook to inſtruct not only their own Repreſen= 
tatives, but the whole Parliament, in Money- Mats 
ters. This was cenſured by the Houſe, as irregu- 
lar; and yet ſee how ſome Folks ſhift their Prin- 
ciples, like their Cloaths, according to the Wea- 
ther! For even the Reaſonableneſs of this Petition 
was maintain'd by ſome of thoſe very People, who 
now treat the late Inſtructions againſ} the Exciſe- 
Bill, in which Trade and Liberty were concerned, 
as tumultuous and illegal. 

In the ſame Reign, the City of + London, and 
the Borough of Southwark gave very ſtrong Inftru- 
ions of the like Nature to their Members, without 
any Cenſure; though They entered into a particu- 
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lar Detail of the Intereſts of Europe, at that Lime, 
and directed their Members, in a pretty authorita- 
tive Stile, how to behave in the momentous Af- 


tair of Peace and War. 
It ought to be obſerved that all theſe Addreſſes 


ran in Favour of the Court; and I hope it will not 


be maintain'd, cyen in this Age of Contradictions, 
that the People of England have not the ſame 
Right of applying to their Repreſentatives again/ 
the Meaſures of the Court, when They ſee Occaſion. 

The Right of Petitioning and Iuſtructing being 
thus warranted by the Practice of all Ages; it re- 
mains only to be conſidered whether it was pro- 
perly exerciſed, or not, againſt the late Exciſe-Bill; 
and here, I think, there is but little Room for 
Diſpute ; tor if his Privilege is juſtifiable at any 
Time, or in any Caſe, it was certainly ſo, on that 
Occaſion. Shall a wicked Scheme againſt the Trade, 
the Liberty and Property of the Subject be ſet on 
Foot by an audacious Projector, and muſt the Peo- 
ple * ſubmit to it? Shall the Britiſh Na- 
tion, who have ſpent ſo many Millions of Money, 
and loſt fo much Blood, in Defence of their Li- 
berties and Conſtitution, ſit ſtill and tamely ſuffer 
the galling Fetters of Exciſe Laws to be rivetted 
on their Legs by an Inventor of Cruelty, without 
any Struggles to relieve Themſelves ? God ſorbid! 
It is their Right, nay it is their Duty, in all ſuch 
Caſes, to implore the Protection of Thoſe, who 
arc intruſted with their Liberties, and will ſupport 
Them, as long as our Conſtitution is preſerved. 
They exerted this Right, in the late Caſe, with 
Prudence and Vigour, and therefore with Succeſs. 
This is not only a Subject of Joy at preſent, but 
ought to give Them Comfort, in Times to come; 


for I muſt agree with the * Craftsman in hoping 
; that 


—. 
r 


* Numb. 358. 


( 49 ) 


that theſe Methods will be revived in the ſame pris 
deut and vigorous Manner, upon all extraordinary 
Occaſions. 

But ſince the Conſiderer'is pleas'd to diſpute this 
Point ſo ſtrenuouſly, I with He would conſult one, 
who not only underſtood our Conftitution as well 
as any Man in Euglaud, but had likewiſe the moſt 
tender Regard tor it; I mean Mr. Lock E; one of 
thoſe illuſtrious Writers, with whoſe Bates her 
preſent Majeſty hath been pleated to adorn her 
Country Retirement. 1 hope therefore that I may 
be permitted to quote two or three Paſſages from 
Him, about civi/ Liberty, without any Ottence. 

« 'The * Community, ſays He, perpetually re- 
« tains a ſupreme Power of ſaving Themſclves from 
« the Attempts and Deſigus of any Body, even 
« of their Legi/lators, wheneyer They ſhall be fo 
« toolith, or ſo wicked, as to lay and carry on 
% Deſigns againſt the Libertics and Properties of 
the Subject, 

In another He ſays, ““ where the Body of 
the People are deprived of their Right, either 
* by the Executive, or Legiſlative Power, having 
no Appeal on Earth, They have a Liberty to 
* appeal to Heaven, whenever I hey judge the 
* Caulc of ſufhcicnt Moment. 

Again; 1“ The Legiſlative acts againſt the 
“ ITruſt repoſed in Them, when They endeavour 
* to invade the Property of the Subje#, and to 
„make "Themſelves, or any Part ot the Commu- 
* nity, Maſters, or arbitrary Diſpoſers of the 
* Lives, Liberties, or Fortunes of the People. 
WMheſe arc the true Principles of Liberty; the 
Principles of the Revolution; and though They 
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ought not to be put in Execution, unleſs in Caſes 
of the utmoſt Extremity; yet They ſhould be 
conſtantly kept up inthe Minds of the People; and 
every Man, who endeavours to eraze, or depre- 
tiate them, is an Enemy to our Conſtitution, and 
{aps the Foundation ot the preſent Eſtabliſhment. 

That theſe Iuſtrudious were entorced by Mena- 
ces and Tumults, as the Conſiderer aſſerts, is abſo- 
lutely falſe; and therefore deſerves no particular 
3 2 Popular Inſults upon Members of Parlia- 
mont are condemned by all reaſonable Men, as 
much as our Author. It is however a melancholy 
Appearance, when the People begin to loſe their 
Relpect tor an Hoſe of Commons, whom They na- 
turally reverc as their Protectors; but when Things 
are carried within Docrs, contrary to the general 
Sentiments of Tho/e without, the Populace will be 
apt to 5 8 their Ditlike and Reſentment. It 
is an old Privilege, or Cuſtom, which They have 

cen in Poſſeſſion of for many Ages; and cannot 
be intircly taken away, without tearing up Libert 
Dy the Roots at the tame Time. But alas! the 
Influence, which arites trum the Voice of the People, 
is very ſmall in Compariſon with That from anc- 
ther Quarter One Whiſper can do more than a 
thouſand Huzza's. A little Scrap ot Paper, in the 
Hands of a 3£71/{c;, hath otten had a more perni- 
cious Influence upon {ome Parliaments, than an 
nundred Clubs in the Hands of a Mob. Yet ſtill 
Jam ready to conicls that all Violence of this 
Kind ought to be reſtrained; though it hath of- 
ten proved ſalutiſerous, and preſerved the Liber- 
ties ol popular States. Jo give one Inſtance a- 
mongſt many others, which might be produced, 
Ainfterdam would haue been given up to the French, 
in the laſt Age, had not the Populace very ſca- 

ionably interpoſcd. 
Nothing 


( 


Nothing renders the Prejector more ridiculous 
than his continual Apprehenſions of Plots and Aſ- 
ſaſſmations; which ſeen: to haunt: Him by Night 
and by Day, like a bad Conſcience, and diſturb all 
his golden Dreams of Power. A tew Years ago a 
moſt horrid Conſpiracy againſt Him was provi- 
dentially diſcovered by a Penny-Poft Letter; which 
put the poor Gentleman into ſuch a terrible Panick, 
that He alarmed his Neighbours at Midnight, and 
durſt not go to Bed, till a ſufficient Guard was 
planted round Him. Some I ime after This, a 
certain Vow of Deftrnion renewed his Fears, and 
preſented a diſmal Scene of Haltars and Axes be- 
tore his Eyes; but a little Ruffle in the Court of 
Requeſts laſt Spring, and the Intelligence He re- 
ceived from a certain Man's Shop, confirm'd all 
his former Apprehenſions, and trighten'd Him 
quite out of his Wits. He now concluded that 
his Time was come. The Cafe of Jurivs Cx- 
SAR ran ſtrangely in his Head, and poſſeſsd Him 
with terrible Forebodings that the Neves of April 
would prove as fatal to Him, as the Ides of March 
were to the other. 

There is a Circumſtance in my Lord Clarendou's 
Hiſtory ſo nearly a-kin to I his, that I cannot for- 
bear recommending it to the ProjeFor's Conſide- 
ration. 

The Lord Treaſurer Portland, in the Reign of 
King CHarles the 11t, having unjuſtly deprived Sir 
Julius Caſur's Son of a Place, which was detigned 
tor Him, promiſed to make Him Amends, by the 
next Vacancy in the fame Office; but happening 
to have a treacherous Memory, lite moiſt Perſons 
in his Station, the Earl of Tullibardinve expoſtula- 
ted with Him, in Behalf of his Relation; and, 
to put Him in Mind of his Promiſe, leſt a little 
Billet, with theſe Words, Remember Ceſar. The 

G 2 Treaſurey 
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Treaſurer ſhuffled the Note into his Pocket, with- 
out reading it; but finding it ſometime after, * 
He was excecdingly confounded and knew not 
what to think of it. He ſent for his Boſom 
Friends, and ſhew'd the Paper to Them. After 
a ſerious and melancholy Deliberation, it was a- 
greed to be the Advertiſement of ſome Friend, 
who durſt not own the 1 that it import- 
ed a Conſpiracy againſt his Life; and They all 
knew Ceſar's Fate, by neglecting juch Animad- 
verſions. They therefore concluded that He 
ſhould pretend to be indiſpoſed and keep his (ham- 
ber all Day; that at Night the Gates ſhould be 
mut early; and that They Themſelves would ſet 
up with his Loraſbid, and attend the Event. 

The next Day, the Karl of Tullibardine waiting 
upon Him, and asking whether He had remember'd 
Ceſar, the whole Plot was diſcovercd, and became 
the jeſt of the 'Lown. 

It is remarkable that this ridiculous Story is 
profeſſedly told, as a Proof of that Treaſurer's 
Complexion ; whom the Lord Clarendon calls a 
Man of BI Looks, and of a MEAN and aBJEct 
SPIRIT, 

[ have the Pleaſure to add, that all the wicked 
Plots againſt or preſent great Man have ended in 
much the ſame Manner. It is true, indeed, that his 
Honour hath been burnt in Effgie, ut moſt of the 
Market-Croſſes in the Kingdom; but this imagi- 
nary Execution (or Martyrdom, it He pleaſes) hath 
Jone Him no bodily Hurt. He rather comes 


more purity'd out of the Flames, like Gold ſeven 


Times trycd; and is now Caſc-harden'd againſt all 
Oppqſctioi. 
But 


. 


—— 
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But as to perſonal Aſſaſſinations, it I were wor- 


thy to adviſe Him, there ſhould be a total Silence 


on that Head; tor it is my firm Opinion that ſuch 
continual Complaints and Maniteſtations of Fear are 
very impolitick, as well as ridiculous. If his Con- 
ſcience will not ſuffer Him to reſt in Quiet, He 
ought at leaſt to conceal his Uncaſineſs, as much 
as poſſible, from common Obſervation. Cromwel, 
who had many real Plots againſt Him, could not 
be without ſome Apprchentions, and We are told 
that He took proper Precautions to arm Himfelt 
againſt Danger; but He had too much Spirit to 
link under his Fears, and too much Wiſdom to 
give his Enemies any Encouragement, by diſco- 
vering them. | 

Let us now procced to another Courſe of Falſc- 
hood. and Prevarication ; for notwithſtanding all 
the Confiderer's Aſſertions, it appears very e 
ly from the Conduct of the Gentlemen, who oppoſed 
the late Bill, that They were as deſirous of finding 
out ſome proper Method to prevent Frauds, as He, 
who projected it and endeavour'd to cram it down 
the Ihroats of the Parliament, as well as the Peo- 
ple. Becauſe They were againſt curing one M.. 
chief by another infinitely worſe, does it follow that 
They were againit preventing it at all? What is 
alledg'd, on this Head, is ſo far from being true, 
that had the Projector intended nothing more than 
preventing Frauds, all Parties declared Themſclves 


ready to give Him their Alſiſtance; but, to uſe 


the Author's own Words, it was Res integra in- 
deed; all or nothing. The farther Extenſion of 
Exciſe Laws, and Multiplication of Officers were 
evidently the favourite Objects in Puriuit, how- 
ever the Projector might endeavour to diſguiſe 
them; and J will venture to affirm that nothing is 
more dangerous to popular Liberty than Both; for 
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penal Laws, if executed, keep the People in a State 
of ſervile Awe and Subjection. If not executed, 
They are ſtill worſe ; fince Impunity muſt be pur- MX 
chaſed by ſome abject Complaiſance to the Mini- 
fer, or his Tool ; and, perhaps, at the Expence of 
a whole Nation. g 
Here the Conſiderer repeats his former Obſer- | 
vation, that if the Bill was not abſolutely perfect, g 
it was read but once; ſo that any Alterations migult 
have been made in the Committee; and, in order ) 
to prove that the Gentlemen in the Oppr/ition had 
no other Intention than to difireſs the Admini- 
ration, We are told that They reje&ed the whole 
Bill, without propoſing any other in its Room; 
that They left the Nation under the ſaize ate 
knowledg'd Frauds ; that a Commilttce was pro- 
poſed, indeed, to enquire into theſe Frauds, but not 
to prevent them; that this Motion was made near 1 
the End of the Seſſion; and that They have made 3 
20 other Propoſal, even to Tris Dax. Now, ' 
the Grounds of this complicated Charge will be 
ſeen clearly enough, by putting the ſeveral Parts of 
it into Queſtion and Anſwer. F 
D. Why was the Hxciſe-Bill read but once ? vn 
A. Becauſe the Projefor put off the ſecond Read- Y 
Ing, in a wy extraordinary Manner. | 9 
7 = 
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©, Why did the oppoling Party reje# the whole 
Bill? : 
. A. Becauſe it ſcem'd calculated, in cvery Part 'Þ 
of it, to deſtroy our Trade, and ſubvert our Li- 4 
Bertics. = 


O. Why did They propoſe no ot her Method to prevent 
Frauds, beſites a Committee to enquire iuto them ? | 
A. Becauſe | hey thought an Euquiry the molt | 
likely Method to dete# them; and that "They ( 
could not be prevented, without being firſt detected. ' i 
©. Why did They make this Motion ſo late in YH 
the Tear © A. Becaule i 
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A. Becauſe They could not do it ſooner 5 That 
is, before the Fate of the Exciſe-Bill was known. 

O. Why did not They do ſomething afterwards 
in this Affair© | 

A. Becauſe the Affair was taken out of their 
Hands. 

O. Why was the Court-Liſt carried? 

A. Becauſe They were the Majority. 

O. How came They to be the Majority ? 

. Thoſe, who met at the Cork-Pit, know 
beſt. | 

O. Why was there not ſo much as one of the 
oppolite Party put into the Court Liſt, to be a Wit= 
neſs at leaſt of their Proceedings ? 

A. Becauſe They did not like any ſuch Company. 

DO. Hath not the Projector often deſyd Them to 
enter into a ſiri Examination of his Actions? 

A. Yes. 

©. What is a ſtriq Examination © 

A. An Enquiry made by a Committee of his 
Frieuds, 

©. Why did the oppoſing Party do nothing, after 
the Committee had — their Kenore? 54 

A. Becauſe the Parliament was prorogued. 

©. Why have They made no other Propoſal, xvEN 
ro Txrts Day ? 

A. Becauſe the Parliament hath not met ſince, 
to do Butinels, 

Let any Man of common Senſe read what our 
Author ſays upon this Hcad, and He will find it 
fairly ſtated and anſwer'd as above. 

But fince the Conſiderer calls out fo loudly for ſome 
Method to prevent Frauds, J will put Him in mind 
ot one, which hath not only been often mentioned, 
but tound by Experience to be the only effectual 
Remedy for that Diſtemper; I mean the Reductics 
9s Dvtics; tor as the Height of the Duties is the 
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Temptation to Fraud, take away that Temptation, 
by lowering the Duties to a reaſonable Degree, and 
Fraud will decay of Courſe. We have an In- 
ſtance of This in the Article of Pepper; which 
produced little or nothing, whilſt the Duty was 
High, and hath brought in a conſiderable Sum, 
fince it was reduced, But there is a much later 
Experiment of the Succeſs attending Jow Duties, 
in the Caſe of Brandy. I am intorm'd that when 
French Brandy paid the whole Duty appointed by 
Act of Parliament, it never produced above 1000], 
per Ann. communibus aunis; but being afterwards | 
imported from Dunkirk, by Connivance or other- 
wiſe, under the Denomination of Flemiſh Brandy, 
and paying a much le Duty on that Account, it 
produced about 120,000. per Ann. though moſt 
of the Out- Ports of the Kingdom were not acquain- 
ted with this Sceret; in which Caſe, the Duty 
would certainly have produced a great deal more. 
At preſent, indeed, theſe Duties are put under 
another Regulation, the Conſequence of which Time 
only can diſcover. But This is ſufficient to ſhew 
that the Reduction of heavy Duties is the only eſ- 
fectual Method to prevent Frauds; and That was 
my only Reaſon for mentioning it. 

It is fo common a Practice with zheſe Writers to 
miſquote and falſiſy the Arguments ot their Oppo- 
nets, that it may be thought necdleſs to expoſe it 
any farther ; but there is one Inſtance of this poor 
Artifice fo very abandon'd, that it ought ar leaſt 
to be pointed out to the Publick. The Craſtſ- 
man is repreſented as realoning, in his Paper of 
Anguft the 4th, that à meople, who pay in Taxes 

ve Millions a Tear, ſbould ny NO MEANS REGARD 
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free hundred theunſuud Pomid's. But upon looking 


into the Paper quoted ſor this Aſſertion, I found 
the Paſſage ſtand thus. Let us Uppoſe, againſt all 
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moral Certainty, that the late unhappy Project world 
have raiſed the whole Sum propoſed ; yet the old 
Dueſtion will ftill recur; whether a People, who 
have expended above Two HuxbaxeDd Millions, 
for the Support of their Liberties, within theſe fifty 
Tears paſt, and ftill continue to pay above erve MiL- 
LIONS every Near, on the ſame Account, OUGHT ro 
GIVE THEM UP AT LAST, for the Sake of ſaving 
rive HuUxnDRED | HousanD PounDs @ Tear, in 
their national Expences ; eſpecially when the ſame 
Saving might be eaſily made, per ſectiy confflent with 
our Conſtitutiion, by @ proper Re uion of the Ag, 
the Suppreſſion of UsELEss Orrices, aud the Re- 
ſumption of EXORBITANT PENSIONS. I may 
ſately leave this Paſſage to the good Senſe and 
Candour of the Reader, who will immediately per- 
ceive the Conſiderer s vile Miſrepreſcntation of it, 
without any Comment. I ſhall therefore procced 
to ſome other Points. 

How the Tax upon CanDLEs, and the Demo- 
lition of DUxnx1KK came into this Queſtion, I can- 
not comprehend ; tor however hard the Tax upon 
Candles may be to the Poor, it 1s not one of thoſe 
Exciſes, which tollow the Retatler into every Corner 
ot the Kingdom; nor was it originally laid for 
ever, as it is now continued. A great deal of Com- 
paſſion is expreſsd for the Per, upon this Occa- 
lion; but what lignity fair Words? Let the Au- 
thor's Patron, | necd not fay adviſe, or concur in 
taking this Duty oft, but only ſuſfer it to be done; 
and the Poor will ſoon find Themſelves relieved. 
It will then be time enough to reproach Theſe, who 
hrit laid it on; but is very ridiculous at preſent, 
whillt it continues in the long and melancholy Ca- 
talogue of our perpetual Taxes. 

The Conpedercr's wile Digreſſion about Dunkirk 
is juſt like the Braying of Suncho Pancha, when 
the Knight, his Miſſer, vas emleavouring to pacity 
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the braying Villagers; the Conſequence of which 
was, that it renew'd the Rage of the Multitude, to 
the inexpreſſible Danger of Himſelf and the Knight. 


If I was as dceply engaged in the Service of ano- 
ther Knight as He 1s, 8 declare that I 


would never ſo much as mention Dunkirk, nor ut- 
ter one Word about inglorics Treaties ; tor I am 
very ſure that Dunkirk was to be no longer a Port, 
according to the Treaty of Utrecht ; and J am full 
as ſure that it is now a Port, navigable by Ships 
of great Purthen. I need ſay no more. 

After a good deal of this old, ſtale Cant about 
former Minifters, the Confiderer ſums up the Caſe 
in the ſame impartial Manner as He ſtated it at 
firſt, and cnters into a long Strain of Panegyrick 
on the Gentlemen ou his Side, both on Account of 
their Propiſng and dropping the Bill, ] think it 
would have been more proper to put it GenTLE- 
MAN in the /imgular Number ; or, at leaſt, Grx- 
TLEMEN, in the Greek dual Number; for I don't 
believe there were above Two PERsONSs in the 
u hole Kingdom, who were heartily concern'd for 
the Succets of it; I mean the Projefor and his Bro- 
ther; though many of their Creatures had juſt Cauſe 
ro reſent their giving it up, atter They had been 
dragg'd through the Mire, in the Proſecution of it. 

But let us take the Author's own State of this 
Caſe. It ſeems then that as e two honourable 
Gentlemen had no other Deſign in propoſirig the 
Hill than meerly the publick Gord, fo their de- 
parting from it was an Act of ſingular Modeſ) 
and Complyance with the Prejuaices of the People.— 
I am always plcaſcd to fee any Inſtances of Modiſi 
and Complyance; which are ſomewhat extraord:- 
nat), as the Conſiderer rightly obſerves, in a great, 
overgrown Minifier ; but was This really the Caſe, 
with Regard to the Exci/c-Bill ? T am atraid there 
was a little Spice of private Intereft both in the 
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De/ign it ſelf, and the Manner of dropping it; as I 
ſhall preſently make appear. 

In the mean time, it deſerves our Notice that 
the Coiſiderer grows quite ludicrous upon this ex- 
traordinary Inſtance of his Patron's ſingular Mode- 
tz, and drolls upon it in a moſt unſufferable Man- 
ner. Such an Example, lays He, is of great Im- 
portance in ENGLISH HisToRy. ——— Yes, no 
doubt, this Circumſtance of his Lite will make a 
thining Figure in our Annals, and tranſmit his 
Name with great Advantage to Poſterity. Me- 
thinks, I can foreſec pretty exactly what Hiflorians 
will ſay of it, and am almoſt tempted to anticipate 
Them. I am ſure, it would prove an agrecable 
Entertainment to the Publick ; and, perhaps, fur- 
nith Matter of uſctul Admonition to the Projector 
Himſelf; but I am loth to ſhock his Hugular Mo- 
defly fo much at this Time; and ſhall therefore 
leave it to Thoſe, who write the Hiſtory of the 
preſent Age. 

He makes Uſe of the ſame pleaſant Style, with 
Relation to Thoſe, who oppoſed and defeated the 
Bill. —— After all This, ſays He, what do They 
do? Do They take Shame to Themſelves, and as 
Pardon of their injured Country © This is another 
Inſtance of fngular Modeſty, and ſhews that the 
Projector and his Advocate are well match'd. 
But for what ſhould They take Shame to Tem- 
ſelves © Why, for having gain'd a compleat Victo- 
ry over a Mu, who hath always boaſted that He 
was invincible ? — For what ſhould They ask 
Pardon of their Country? Why, tor having reizev'd 
Them from a Burther, which neither They nor their 
Children would have been able to bear, — I won- 
der theſe Gentlemen arc not aſhamed to perliſt in 
ſuch inſolent Triumphs, inftead of humbling Theme 
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ſelves beſore the Nation, according to our Author's 
Pirection. 

He ſeems extremely angry at the publick Foy, 
which was expreſo'd, upon the Defeat of the B“! 
Alas! how can He grudge the People thoſe few 
Occaſions, which his Patron affords Them of gra- 
titying that Patton ? It is very hard to engrols all 
the Mirth, as well as all the * Hong of the King- 
dom to Himſelf. A Monopoly of Laughter is too 
_ a Privilege for any Miuiſter, and too great a 

eſtraint upon rational Creatures, who are diſtin- 
ouiſh'd from the reſt of the Creation by their 


- Riſibility. In this Inſtance, methinks, the Projector 


is more like Nero than Julius Ceſar, by ſetting the 
whole City in a Flame, and fuftering no Body to 
be merry at the Boyfire but Himſell. 

It would be breaking an old Cuſtom, if the Gen- 
tlemen in the Oppoſtion were not charged with Am- 
bition, as the principal Motive of their Proceed- 
ings; though it by Aiabition is meant a Deſire of 
minifteria! Potter, | verily and ſincerely believe that 
there never was leſs of it in any Oppoſition than 
at preſent. Ihe State of Affairs, both at home and 
abroad, is not fo very alluring, nor the Fortunes 
of theſe Geiitiemern lo deſperate, nor the Opinion of 
their own Abilities ſo conceited, as to make Them 
{facrifice their preſent Eaſe to the Thirſt of Power 
at ſuch a Conjuncture. No Man ever took the 
Helm in a Storm, from a Motive of Ambition, tho 
the Proſpect of Danger might induce Him not to 


dlecline it, tor the Sake of common Safety. 


He now retumecs his Pancgyrick en the Gent/c- 
Meu, who terird the Scheme. Here were 110 pri- 
date Views, lays Ile, mo perſonal Advantage, 110 
particular Fricrids tv olige. How, Sir? Would 


the Nomination ot a vaſt Multitude of vew Offcers 
have been of no pcrional Ad vantage to the Pro- 
jector 
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e or and Executor of it? Was there no View of 
obliging his Creatures, Dependents, and learned 
Advocates with theſe Places? Were no Perſons to 
be favoured with them, who have Votes, or Inte- 
reſt, in Boroughs and Corporations? Would not the 
Recommendation of any Lord, or Member of Par- 
liament, in Bchalt of their Friends, have becn ac- 
ccpted ? What peculiar Diſintereſtneſs and Inte- 
grity is all This? Nothing but the publick Good, 
nothing but the Welfare of our Conſtitution, ac- 
cording to the Confrderer's Way of Reaſoning, was 
the Delign and End of this memorable Bill. What 
ſtrange Infatuation theretore muſt all the Pcople 
be under, that no Body, belides Hackney Writers, 
or Men in Office, ſhould draw their Pens in Defence 
ot it ; that not one Perſon in the whole Kingdom, 
except the Relations, and Tools of the Projefor, or 
Thoſe immediately under his Influence, ſhould pre- 
ſume to juſtify the Bill, after it was publickly 
known ; nay, that even ſome of Theſe thould admit, 
in private Converſatjpn, that it was a Plau of 
Power, calculated to keep ffurdy Beggars in due 
Aue, as well as the Projefor in due Power and 
Dominion over the People? 

Beſides, if it is true that the Projector had no pri- 
vate Views, nor propoſed any perſonal Advantages 
zo Himſelf by this Scheme, He would do well to 
anſwer us a plain Queſtion or two. Why was the 
Clauſe, to reſtrain 600 Salt-Offcers from voting at 
Elections, reje&tcd ? And are there no Inſtances oi 
Exciſemen, and other Officers, or Dependents ov th- 
Revenne, even ſo low as WaTERMEN, who have 
been obliged ro quality Themſclves for their Pla- 
ces, by taking up their Freedom, or buying a 
Vote to diſpoſe of, according to Order ? 

It is very remarkable that the Con/iderer does 
net ſay one Word in juſtification of his P.ztro;”. 
Allertion, 


( 62 ) 


Aſſertion, that no more than 1 50 additional Officers 
would be neceſſary to put his Scheme in Execution, 
This is another Point, like That of JuxlEs, which 
the Projector fcems deſirous to have pals ſub Silentio. 
T have ſcen a Calculation of th: Number of Officers, 
that would have been requilite to this Purpoſe, as 
well as the Expence of Them to the Publick; 
which far exceeds what is commonly apprehended, 
or even conceived, upon this Head, But taking 
it for granted that 150 would have been ſufficient, 
the Number of Perſons, who would have been ſub- 
ject to Them, ought likewiſe to be conſidered; Þ 
nay, That, indeed, is the main Point, with Re- 7 
gard to Liberty; for I will venture to affirm that 
it fifty Officers were capable of exccuting ſuch a 
Power over the whole Nation, it would ſerve the 
Purpoſes of arbitrary Power as well as it there 
were fifty ThouſaMd. 

What the Conſiderer therefore ſays, concerning 
the Benefits of Liberty and our preſent Eſtabli 
ment, arc ſtrong Motives 25 0 poling any ſuch 
Schemes, and the fulleſt Jnſt.neation of Thoſe, who 
lately diftinguith'd Then:fclves ſo vigorouſly and 
gloriouſly againſt the Projector. | 

In turning over Hiſtories, I have obſerved the | 
Progreſs of a prime Miniſter, and am ſatisty'd that 
ſome great Men, poſſeſſed both of good Intentions 
and Capacities to ſerve their Country, have been 
iorced by ſome untortunate Circumſtance to turn 
them to contrary Purpoſcs. But Inſtances are in- 
finitely more numerous of Miniſters, whoſe 
blundering Heads, or corrupt Hearts, have pro- 
ved the Ruin of their Miſters, as well as their 
Country. Alſolute Miniſters arc hated, even in ar- 
UAtrary Governments, becauſe their Meaſures mult 

always be oppreſſive; but ſuch a Poſt being in- 
conliſtent with the Nature of a free as” 
the 
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the Excrciſe of it muſt be attended with farther 
Pifficulties and Oppoſition to "Thoſe, who poſſeſs 
it. Their Ambition and Want of Moderation in 
amaſſing Wealth ſoon render Them the Objects 
of general Hatred. Againſt this popular Odium the 
Prince's Favour is their only Protection. The Court 
is a Kind of Sanctuary to I hem; and though The 
may be capable of adviſing the beſt Meaſures, their 
Crimes put Them under the Neceſſity of comply- 
ing with the worſt, if They are found expedient. 
As They are attack'd by the People, and ſupported 
by the Prince, They naturally conclude that The 
cannot leſſen the Power of the former, nor nila 
That of the latter too much; from whence it hath 
ſometimes come to paſs that a blundering, odious 
Miniſter hath proved the Inſtrument of arbitrary 
Power; and, what is ſtill more frange, under a 
Prince, who had no Delign to enflave his People; 
tor ſuch a Prince may be conſcious to Himſelf that 
He intends no ill Ute of his Power ; but there is 
hardly any Prince fo very ſelt-denying as to decline 
Power, which is play'd into his Hands, Beſides, 
Power is never ſtationary, but either progreſſive 
or retrograde ; and thus 1: hath frequently hap- 
_ that a good Prince hath arrived at ſuch a 

itch of Power, as was never hoped for by Himſeif 
nor apprehended by the People. 

How far This might have been our Caſe, by 
the Execution of the late Scheme, let the Reader 
determine. In natural Conſtitutions there is a Dit- 
terence between Death and a Diſeaſe. God forbid 
I thould ſay that our Liberties are deſtroyed, as 
the Confiderer repreſents me ! May they long be 
preſerved, under our preſent moſt gracious Sove- 
reign, and his Family ! But ſurely an honeſt Zeal 
tor ſecuring this Bleſſing, invaluable in it felt, 
and, it once loſt, I am atraid irrecoverable, does 
not 
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not deſerve that opprobrious Language and hard 
Treatment, which it meets with every Day. I 
mult likewiſe put the Author in Mind that the out- 
ward Form of a Government may be preſerved, 
when the Life is gone; and if there ſhould be any 
Grumblers in ſuch a State, I doubt not They 
would be anſwered in the Words of our Author; 
ts not the Nation, in every Inſtance, governed by Lay 
the Property of the meaneſt Subject ſecured from all 
Encroachments ; Liberty, both civil and religious, 
preſerved without any Violation? I believe it will 
be hard to prove that Tiberiusever broke any Law, 
in his publick Acts. Indeed, why thould He; 
when He had a Senate, that made and paſſed Sen- 
tences by Law, according to his Plcafurc ? This 
is not our Caſe at preſent, and I hope never will; 
but I muſt inſiſt upon it that the Authors Way 
of Reaſoning and his Patron's Schemes have a 
direct Tendency to it. Vo ſpeak impartially 
and plainly, our Conflitution ſeems to be net- 
ther in perfect Health, nor under an incurable Dif- 
caſe ; and if Thoſe, who tend it either in or out 
of Parliament, would be perſuaded oft a moit cer- 
rain I ruth, that the private Intercit i 1 hemſclves 
and their Pofterity is neceſſarily and inſcparably 
connected with the publick Intereſt, all I hings 
would preſentiy go well. 

It is farther iniinuated that nobody oppoſed this 
hopeful Project but Facobites and Fnenies to the 
Proteſiant Succeſſion. — | am ſorry to hear 1t with 
all my Heart; tor it This is really the Caſe, the 

retender muſt have a prodigious Party indeed ; 
and We ſhould be obliged (as Mre. Osborne ob- 
ſerves) to fepply the Want of NaTCRAL STRENGT i 
with GREAT ART. But, I thank God, this Inſi- 
nuation is abſolutely groundleſs. þ.,very Body 
knows that the B=“ was oppoſcd by che truck 

Friends 
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Friends of Liberty, and by Men of all Denomina- 
tions, except the Pais rs; who might naturally 
with it Succeſs as a Scheme, which tended to alienate 
the Affections of the People from his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, and to pave the Way for an Event, which 
I dread to name, 

The laſt Point to be conſidered is; whether the 
Nation is obliged to the Projector for his ſingular 
Modeſty in dropping the Bill; and whether it is 
uo actually laid aſide, or only ſuſpended till a more 
convenient Opportunity of puſhing it into Execution. 

In the firſt Place, it is neceilary to conſider the 
Progreſs of this Affair from its firſt Conception to 
the preſent Time; for I mult obſerve that it was 
no ſudden Expedient, accidentally ſtarted to ſupply 
the current Services of the Government, inſtead of 
a Land-Tax, as the Projefor and his Advocates 
pretend; but a deliberat?, ſettled Scheme, which 
hath been laid many Years, and was to be execu- 
ted by Degrees, as Opportunities offered, and the 
Nation could be drawn into it. About ten Years 
ago, the Projefor gain d a conſiderable *tep, by 
the Exciſe on Coffee, Tea and Chocolate. Some Time 
alter This a notable Treatiſe was publithed, inti- 
tled * an Eſſay on the publick Debts of this Ring- 
dom, &c. which was particularly patroniz'd by the 
Projector, and contain'd. an elaborate Recommenda- 
tion of the ſame Scheme. Nay, it is even ſaid that 
the Perſon, who wrote this Piece, had the peculiar 
Honour of drawing up the late Bill, and hath recct- 
ved ſome other Marks of Favour ior his Services 
to the Publick. In the Year 1730, the Exciſe upon 
Salt was revived, under the Pretence of taking oft 
one Shilling in the Pound on Land ; and the Pro- 
jefor declared, at the ſame 'T ime, that if Gentle- 

1 men 
—— 33 
See the Craſiſnan, Numb. 343. 
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men would come into ſome proper Regulations in 
the Manner of collecting the publick Revenues, He 
would undertake to caſe Them from the other 
Shilling. This was preſently underſtood to mean 
an Exciſe ; which alarm'd the City of London and 
the whole Nation to ſuch a Degree, that They pe- 
titioned their Repreſentatives, in the moſt carneſt 
Manner, to oppoſe any fuch Deſign, and took all 
other prudent Metheds to defeat it, before the 
Parliament met laſt Year. Yet ftill the Projector 
perſiſted in his Scheme, againft the Senſe of the 
whole Nation, and the Advice of his beſt Friends. 
The dreadtul Apprehenſions of the People, which 
ſufficiently manitcited "Themſelves upon this Occa- 
ſion, were ſo far from ſoſtening his Mind, or al- 
tering his Purpoſe, that They ſcemd to add new 
Vigour to his Reſolutions, and determine Him not 
to give Way. At laſt, indeed, when his boaſted 
Majority was dwindled down to Sixteen from Sixty- 
one, He began to look about Him, and found it 
neceſlary to prevent another Diviſion, if poſſible. 
He therefore moved to adjourn the ſecond reading 
of the Bill for a Month ; but ſome Gentlemen, who 
were not aitogcther fatisty'd with this Expedient, 
propoſcd a /onger Day, and ſo the Matter ended laſt 
Scltion. | 
It is not my Buſineſs to difpute the Regularity 
& his Conaud, upon this Occaſion; but 1 cannot 
cc any peculiar Aodeſiy, or great Merit in it; tor 
though his Advocates arc pleaſed to declaim very 
floridly upon it, as an Inſtance of his tender Re- 
gard for the Incliuations, and even the Prejudices of 
the People; there are other Perſons as ſagacious as 
They, who beli:yc no ſuch thing; but arc fully 
convinced that his Complyance was owing to a 
very ſtrong Probability, nay almoſt a Certainty, 
Sat it the 8% had been puſli'd any ar 
| WU 
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would have been thrown out in ſuch a Manner as 
to preclude the Revival of it; whereas by ad- 
journing the Order of the Day, the Bill is only 
ſuſpended for a Lime, and may be reſumed upon 
ſome other Occaſion. 

That This was the Proje vors Senſe of the Mat- 
ter, _m_ from his own Mouth; for at the 
ſame Lime that He moved tor adjoarning the far- 
ther Conſideration of the Bill to a /v7g Day, He 
expatiated very largely on the Adnantages of it, 
and plainly intimated that He choſe this Method, 
in order to prevent its being ite rejected. 

The ſame View is farther evident from the Wri- 
tings of his Advocates, ever ſince; and is even ex- 
preſly acknowledged by two of Them. One, * who 
ſeems to be a very pretty Writer, extolls the Wit- 
dom of this Expedient in the following Terms. 

« The Circumſtance therefore of ſuſpending it 
„ I have always look'd upon one of the molt lively 
« Expedicnts, that could have been imagined. In 
&« the firſt Place, it was a Proof, as hath been ſaid 
before, of the ſincere Concera of the Miniftry for 
« the Inclinations of the People. Secondly, it pre- 
« vented the Triumphs of the Oppoſition, in skEr- 
© TING IT INTIRELY ASIDE; and thirdly, 7t Jeft 
% Door ſtill open for the REvivar or THE 
« ScxeMe, when Party-Splcen and felt-interefted 
Views are better reconciled to the publick 
« Good, and perhaps for the Bills themſelves to be 
e more ſucceſstully adapted to the Bujaneſs of the 
“ State, and the Humour of the Nation. 

The other Writer, having likewile paid his Com- 
pliments to the Scheine, proceeds in theſe remark= 
able Words. «+ Therefore I think the Miniſtry 
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« inexcuſcable for giving up to Noiſe and Faction 
« Projes, ſo viſibly beneficial to the Publick; 
« bur I hope that the Deſign is not ABSOLUTELY 
« LAID ASIDE, and that the Execution of it only 
« js PROROGU D. 

Here are two plain Declarations without any 
Diſguiſe, ſince the Bill was dropt, that there is a 

chgn of bringing it on again, whenever a favou- 
rable Conjuncture ſhall offer it ſelf; and notwith- 
ſtanding the wretched Sophiſtry of our Author, it 
is very plain that the fame Deſign till ſubſiſts; 
for though He repeats his Aſſertion, almoſt in 
every Page, that the Scheme is intirely laid aſide, 
and given up for ever; yet He is perpetually la- 
bouring to ſhew the Advantages of it, and what 
a terrible Loſs the People have ſuſtained by the 
Defeat of it. Indeed, the whole Piece is ſuch a 
conſus d Jumble of filly Blunders, Inconſiſtencies 
and Contradictions, that I am fully confirm'd in m 
Conjecture, concerning the Author. The very Spi- 
rit of Carvs breathes in every Line; and the 
Subſtance of all his Reaſoning may be ſumm'd up 
in the following Speech ; which I ſuppoſe intend- 
ed for the Uſe of the Exciſe-Party to their E- 
lectors. 


« I cannot deny, dear Foy, that I voted for the 
„ Exciſe-Bill laſt Seſſion, and you are very angry 


« with me for it, and tell Me faith! that you 
vill not chuſe me again. Now That is very 
e barbarous, Honey; for o'my Shoul, if you will 
ce but truit me for ſeven Years more, I will never 
« put you in ſuch a Paſſion again. Not but 


this fame Exciſe is a very fine Thing; and I am 
„ jure, Honey, you cannot ſubſiſt without it; yet 
“ tor all That, I will be againſt it, becauſe you 
ce were angry; but if you don't chuſe Me again, 
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« how ſhall T be able to ſhew you, dear Foy, that 
« T am againſt it; and how much I preſer your 
« Favour to the Good of = Country ? WE 
I appeal to every impartial Reader of this impar- 
tial Piece, whether the natural Conſtruction of it is 
not fairly repreſented in this Speech; and I think an 
honeſt Freeholder may anſwer it in the ſollowin 
ſhort and plain Manner. « Sir, you deſire 
me to rechuſe you, and aſſure me that you will 
« never vote again for the Exciſe, which I have 
« Reaſon to dread above all Things; but it hap- 
« peris, Sir, that here is a very honeſt, Country Gen- 
« tleman in the Neighbourhood, who I am ſure 
« dcrefts it from his Heart, and therefore I 
« ſhall think my ſelf as ſafe, at leaſt, in his 
« Hands, | 
But though it is of the laſt Importance to the 
People to give a finiſhing Blow to this Scheme, the 
Projector is certainly obliged by Intereſt, Honour, 
Duty and Conſcience to purſue it. I believe, his 
beit Friends will not deny that it was the Sheet- 
Aichor of his future Power; and now, the Cable 
being cut, He finds Himſelf at Sea in blowing 
Weather. In the next Place, I leave the World to 
judge how far Honour and Reputation (which are 
real Power to a Miniſter ) may engage Him to 
carry on the ſame Project. Can there be a greater 
Subject of Triumph than to get a Scheme, which 
had bcen exploded with ſo much Contempt, paſs'd 
by a large Majority in a mew Parliament? Can a 
Man of Spirit have any 'I hing more at Heart than 
ſuch a Victory in the ver Field, where He before 
received ſo ſignal a Defeat !—Suppoling Him un- 
tway'd by any of theſe Motives, yet, if He is ſincere 
in his Manifeſto, nothing ought to divert Him 
from a Projeti, big with ſo many Advantages ” 
| O 
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his Country, by putting an End to (a) Frauds, 
and (b) preſerving the Health of his Majeſty's 
Subjects from the wicked Machinations of Coopers 
and Wine-Brewers; by improving the Revenze, and 
eaſing the Land-holder, without hurting the reſt of 
the Nation; by curing (c) Facobitiſm amongſt the 
Gentry, enriching the Clergy, and in Time reliev- 

ing the (4) Poor from their moſt burthenſome 
Taxes; a Projed, which exacteth nothing from 
the (e) Conſumer, but what He pays already, and 
at once removes all the (/) Inconveniences com- 
plain'd of in the preſent Exciſe Laws ; which tends 
to the Improvement of I ruth and Morality by pre- 
venting (g) Perjary ; and would raiſe up a Monu- 
ment ot (b) Popularity to Himſelf. I ſay, 
one muſt ſuppoſe the Projeclor not only wretchedly 
timorous, but even profligate, ſhould He be pre- 
vaild upon by any Conſiderations to abandon a 
Scheme, fraught with ſo many Advantages to his 
native Country. 

Why need I ſay more? Hath it been once own'd 
ſince the Bill was dropt, that puſhing it in a Man- 
ner fo diſagreeable to the Nation was a wrong 
Meaſure? Have not the Advantages of the Scheme 
been preferred even to the Aſſections of the Peo- 
ple? Is it not ſtill recommended in every miniſte- 
rial Pamphlet and Paper? Is not all the Machi- 
nery of the Projefor play d to procure Seats for 
Thoſe, who gave Him their Afſiſtance ? Nay, 
are We not told in the News-Papers that the 
good People of Malmsbury, Calne, and ſome o- 
ther Boroughs, have been lately ſpirited up to 
diſtinguiſh "Themſelves, by drinking the Hcalths 
ot thoſc gloricus Patriots, who voted for the Ex- 
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cis Scheme? It is therefore incumbent on the 

ody of the People, who are of another Opinion, 
to oppoſe this Deſign ; and if They ſhould be ſe- 
duced from their Duty cn the next and, perhaps, 
the laſt important Occaſion of ſhewing it, I am 
confident it will not be from a Motive of Convic- 
tion, but ſomething elſe, which is not very decent 
to name. It is abſurd for People to expect upright 
Proceedings from Members choſen upon ſuch Mo- 
tives. In political Bodies, what is ſown in Cor- 
ruption will not be raiſed in Incorruption. There 
ſeems to be at preſent a Ceſſation, at leaſt, of 
Party Auimoſities, and an happy Conſpiration of all 
Men in a general Deſign to ſupport and preſerye 
our Conſtitution. This is the greateſt Bleſſing, 
which could poſſibly happen to Great Britain, and 
J hope will be improved to the beſt Advantage at 
the enſuing Election. 

The Conſiderer having prefaced his Piece with a 
Paſſage from the Tragedy of Cato, I ſhall conclude 
mine with another from the ſame Play ; I mean 
Cato's Anſwer to Decius, when He deſires to know 
upon what Terms Cæſar may purchaſe his Friend- 
ſhip. The Roman Patriot delivers Himſelf in theie 
Words, which the Projector and his Advocate may 
apply as They pleaſe. 


Bid Him disband his Legions, 
Reſtore the Commonwealth to Liberty, 

Surmit his Actions to the public Cenſure, 
And ſtand the Fudgment of Roman Senate, 
Bid Him do This, aud Cato is his Friend. 


